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To  the  PU  B  LI  C. 

■*  • .  *  l  \ 


The  fpeculatiie  opinions  which  now  agitate 
the  zvhole  of  Europe ,  and  have  unfortunately 
divided  fo  many  friends  and  nations,  had  no* 
failed  to  make  feme  imprejfmi  on  the  mind  of 
the  Author  of  tbefe  pages.  Military  exploits 
fafcinate  every  oneys  attention ;  and  however  hu¬ 
manity  may  fhudder  at  the  difmal  projpeCt  of 
a  field  of  battle ,  or  bewail  the  havock  among 
our  fellow-creatures,  the  mind purfues  with  in- 
creafing  eagernefs  the  bloody  fieps  of  a  victorious 
general.  In  the  prefent  campaign  the  mofi 
brilliant  fuccefs  had  attended  the  arms  of  the 
allies:  the  enemy  was  repul  fed  from  a  vafi 
traCt  oj  country ;  and  fome  of  their  befit  fortified 
towns  furrendered,  confided  us  under  the  vaft 
expenditure  of  our  wealth,  and  the  momentary 
fufpenfion  of  our  commerce.  The  French  arms 
had  been  fo  frequently  defeated,  we  might  again 

doubt 


(  iv  )  ,  *  |i 

doubt  the  exijlence  of  their  courage ;  and  the 
prejudiced  Englijhman  might  fondly  believe ,  that 
their  undifeiplined  bands  had  been  dijfipated  by 
the  name  of  England ,  or  by  the  irrefiftible  fury 

of  a  prince  of  the  blood. - Every  tranfaSiion 

was  varioujly  related,  and  I  knew  not  what  to 
conclude . 

In  England  I  had  heard  much  of  the  unrivalled 
valour  of  the  Britjh,  the  fuperior  difcipline  of 
the  Auflrians :  Jlander,  and  the  malignant  tongue 
of  Democracy ,  had  dared  to  whifper  that  the 
HeJJian  foldier  indifcriminately  pillaged  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  the  people  he  was  paid  to  proteSl ;  and 
that  the  cruelties  of  the  Aujlrim,  fometimes,  ex¬ 
cited  the  companion  of  our  countrymen  in  arms. 
In  honour  to  my  nation ,  I  refufed  to  believe , 
that  our  government  would  employ  foldier s  zvho 
difgraced  the  name  of  humanity ; — that  it  would 
take  to  its  bofom  and  kindly  nourifh  beings ,  whom 
a  long  fate  of  warfare  had  deprived  of  the  moji 
amiable  endowment  of  our  nature .  I  felt  as, 
an  Englijhman:  and  I  fondly  thought ,  that  our 
auxiliaries  and  allies  were  animated  by  the  fame 
noble  Jentiments . 

I  had 


I 


-(  v  ) 

I  bad  been  taught  to  hold  the  privileges  of 
Englijhmen.  as  dear :  zvhat  we  poffefs  we  hold 
in  heritage  from  our  ancejlors:  I  bowed ,  and 
was  grateful. — I  dared  not,  indeed  the  rigour 
of  the  prefent  day  forbad  me,  to  inquire  by  zvhat 
means,  by  what  momentary  convulfions,  zee  had 
arrived  at  this  pre-eminence  among  nations .  I 
was  confcious  zee  enjoyed  a  degree  of  liberty  un¬ 
known  to  the  continent  of  Europe ;  and,  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  hijlory  of  my  ancejlors,  or  the  re¬ 
volutions  of  mankind,  I  childijhly  concluded,  that 
Englijhmen  had  been  born  for  liberty : — that  zee 
owed  our  happinefs  to  our  phyfical  confitutions  : 
— and,  contrafling  our  condition  zeith  the  mifery 
of  Europe,  I  would  have  conjigned  the  Continent 
for  ever  to  the  tyranny  of  their  kings. — I 
liflened  with  credulity ,  and  was  Jhocked  at  the 
txcejfes  of  our  neighbours  \  and  I  praifed  Hea¬ 
ven  that  we  were  divided  by  a  narrow  feafrom 
the  iniquitous  land  of  France,  fhe  altars  of 
religion  had  been  violated ; — the  temples  of  the 
immaculate  Virgin  had  beeir  polluted  by  the 
c&ckade,  or  the  bonnet  of  liberty : — the  holy  /lum¬ 
bers  of  the  monks  had  been  interrupted  by  the 
impious  aSiivity  of  reformation:  and  joint  fa - 

crilegious 
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crilegeoUs  pr lefts,  who  had  humanely  companion** 
Med  the  folitary  forrow  of  the  ex-domiciliated 
nuns ,  had  profanely  preferred  the  honourable 
condition  of  matrimony  to  the  humbler  virtues,  of 
a  concubine ,  or  the  promifcuous  enjoyment  of  the 
“  femmes/'  f  be  revenues  of  the  church  had 
been  converted  to  the  ufe  of  the  people, 
or  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  the  crown  : 
I  knew  no  parallel  of  infamy  :—and ,  inquiring 
of  my  book-learned  companions ,  I  zvas  informed, 
that  in  the  virtuous  times  of  Englijh  reforma¬ 
tion,  our  good  HENRY  had  horlefity,  but,  zvith 
a  kingly  munificence,  lavifhed  the  demefiies 
of  the  monefieries  upon  the  parafites  of  his  court , 
or  the  partakers  of  his  pleafures.  I  extolled 
the  rigour  of  his  jufiice,  and  the  parfimonious 
virtues  of  a  king ;  but  I  could  no  longer  re¬ 
frain  my  horiefi  indignation  againfi  the  levelling 
difhonefiy  of  a  people. 

As  the  commands  of  our  God  had  placed  a 
king  over  the  people  of  Ifrael,  and  as  all  the  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe  had  adored  their  Creator  in  the 
perfons  of  their  kings,  the  fucceffion ,  I fappofed, 
had  remained  unbroken  for  fo  many  thoufand 
years ;  and  that  each  fuccceding  king,  and  the  r 

collateral 


collateral  branches  in  modern  Europe ,  hadfir- 
pajfed  their  predeceJJors  in  virtue  and  goodnefs , 
and  that  the  latejl  generations  of  men  had  im¬ 
proved  their  intellectual  and  moral  excellence 
by  the  medium  and  policy  of  Royalty.  I  knew 
not  that  the  FRANKS  had  ever  been  free  under 
the  mild  fuperintendance  of  the  Merovingian 
race ;  or  that  the  holy  fuccejfion  had  been  inter¬ 
rupted  hy  the  ufurpation  of  the  Capets,  or  new 
fetters  forged  by  the  follies  or  the  vices  of  the 
houfe  of  -  Bourbon.  I  deteftedthe  black  ingra¬ 
titude  of  the  people:  the fufpenfiQn  of  the  king 
demanded  the  immediate  vengeance  of  Heaven; 
and  I  waited  the  manifefaiion  of  the  Divine 
wrath — till  an  Italian  pedlar  informed  me,  that 
he  had  feen  the  lineal  heir  of  the  houfe  of  Stu¬ 
arts  rambling  unowned  among  the  States  oj 
Italy,  with  the  prefumptuous  title  of  King  cf 
England .  “  Yes  V’  J aid  an  honeji  German,  “  the 
Brunfwick  family  was  elevated  to  the  throne 
by  the  fovereign  will  of  the  people.33— My  mind 
was  again  involved  in  doubt . 

The  foldiers  of  France  had  been  reprcfentect 
to  me  as  bands  of  affaffms,  whofe  exigence 
threatened  the  independance  of  Europe,  and  I 

blejjea 
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blejfed  the  happy  times ,  when  the  kings  of  the 
earth  had  fo  difinterefiedly  combined  to  extermi¬ 
nate  tbefe  mighty  and  dangerous  innovators . 
The  Crufade  had  commenced :  the  mighty  were 
awakening  from  their  Jlumber ;  and  from  the 
afhes  of  the  Tree  of  Liberty  I  expected  the 
regeneration  of  the  phoenix ,  the  appinefsh  of 
mankind ,  and* the  improvement  of  our  condition . 

Impreffed  with  thefe  fentiments,  I  undertook 
the  journey ,  of  which  the  following  pages  are 
the  refult ;  with  the  mojl  [anguine  expectations 
of  confirming  my  prejudices  againfi  thofe  whom 
my  ancefiors  called  our  natural  enemies .  Fly¬ 
ing  from  the  rage  and  opprejfion  of  a  people 
whom  I  pitied ,  but  could  not  juft  if y,  I  wifhed 
to  repofe  my  f  ortune  and  my  country  upon  the 
mercy  and  jufiice  of  the  Lambs  of  Croatia  and 
Hungary ,  and  commit  my  perf on  to  the  guards 
anfhip  of  the  Cafars  of  Vienna  and  Peterfburgh „ 
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w  H  E  N  I  firft  arrived  in  Flanders,  the 
allies  had  been  invariably  victorious;  and 
though  the  “  Patrioters,*"  as  they  are  con- 
temptuoufly  called,  had  contended  many  a 

»  *  r 

*  The  French  are  known  among  the  combined  forces 
or  the  people  of  the  country,  by  the  various  appellations 
of  Republicans,  Regicides,  Patriots,  Patrioters  and  Car- 
magnols.  This  laft  is  given  them  in  allulion  to  the 
tune  and  fong  of  that  namej  and  Tinging  it,  and  with  the 
difcharge  of  mufquetry  they  incautioufly  advance  upon 
the  Bayonets  of  their  enemy.  I  believe,  I  have  omitted 
to  apply  to  them  the  more  vulgar  epithets  of  rafcals, 
villains,  &c.  or  to  retort  upon  them  their  own  favourite, 
Bougres. 
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hard-fought  day,  the  habit  of  fuccefs  had 
fo  flufhed  our  foldiery,  that  cowardice  and 
Carmagnols  were  ufed  fynonimoufly*  Re¬ 
peated  victories  were  dangerous,  as  Capuan 
winters ;  we  defpifed  our  enemies,  and  lulled 
into  a  fatal  fecurity,  difregarded  all  pre¬ 
caution.  Spies  pervaded  every  corner  of 
our  camps,  and  the  melt  fecret  determina¬ 
tions  of  our  councils  were  foon  tranfmitted 
to  the  French. 

The  native  and  fubfidiary  troops  under 
the  or  lers  of  t  ic  Duke  of  York,  during  the 
hege  ot  Valenciennes,  were  forbidden  to 
plunder:  our  countrymen,  by  the  ftridt  ob- 
fervance  of  thefe  orders,  have  defervedly 
obtain  d  the  approba  ion  of  the  remnant  of 
the  peafantry ;  and  numerous  inflances  of 
their  honefty  and  humanity,  are  remembered 
#nd  related  with  gratitude.  But  lenient 
meafures,  faid  the  interefted,  tend  only  to 
fan  the  flame  of  democracy  ;  and  upon  the 
approach  to  Dunkirk,  we  will  intimidate 
our  enemies  by  the  fury  and  ravage  of  the 
war.  Fortunately  for  the  feelings  of  Eng- 
lifhmen,  our  native  troops  did  not  co¬ 
operate 
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operate  in  thefe  difgraceful  meafures;  if 
they  mult  yield  to  the  Heffians  and  Auftrians 
the  palm  of  ferocity,  or  the  profit  of  plun¬ 
der,  they  have  not  tarnifhed  their  military 
laurels,  or  forfeited  their  pre-eminent  title 
to  the  name  of  a  generous  enemy.  Only 
one  Britifh  foldier  had  been  detected  in  the 
aft  of  plunder ;  his  cafe  Was  reported  to  the 
Duke :  “  Is  he  brave  V  many  of  his  ccm-> 
panions  were  ready  to  detail  anecdotes  of 
his  valour  ; — “  I  can  forgive  any  thing,  but 
cowardice  \  — and  he  was  immediately  li¬ 
berated. 

The  hope  of  plunder  frequently  tempts 
the  Auftrian  even  to  folicit  permiffion  to  go 
upon  volunteer  and  dangerous  fervices,  or 
as  he  exprefles  it,  as  a  cc  willingerff  What 
he  can  carry  away,  he  fteals ;  but  if  he  un¬ 
fortunately  (tumbles  upon  a  calk  of  beef, 
or  a  flaggon  of  gim  he  is  cut  off  by  the 
French  patroles.  Many*  who  had  began 
the  campaign  tentlefs,  and  almoft  naked* 
are  now  become  the  beft  provided  in  the 
army. 

As  they  advanced  to  Dunkirk,  horfes  and 
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cows,-  every  thing  faleable  was  feized ;  and* 
an  honeft  Jew  might  have  purchafed  a  horfe 
for  two'*  three,  or  four  Louis. — At  the  head 
quarters  the  farmer  had  flocked  his  land 
with  above  feventy  cattle ;  the  Patri- 
oters  had  fecured  forty  of  them,  and  the 
Heffian  avant-poftes  feized  the  remainder., 
The  wretched  proprietor  was  moft  gra- 
cioufly  favoured  with  a  little  ftraw  in  a: 
corner  of  his  houfe,  and  continued  there  all 
the  fiege ;  but  I  never  heard,  that  he  pro¬ 
cured  any  redrefs.  The  Heffian  officers 
partook  of  the  plunder :  the  cattle  were 
flaughtered  and  fold  off  to  the  Britifh  troops, 
and  their  noble  fubfidiaries  ridiculed  our 
countrymen  for  their  fcrupuloits  honefty. — - 
Many  inftances  might  be  related  to  corro¬ 
borate  the  aflertion  of  the  general  pillage 
of  friend  and  foe ;  two  only  I  fhall  men¬ 
tion  : — 

Two  Flemings,  walking  on  the  weftern 
banks  of  the  canal  of  Furnes,  were  ac- 
cofted,  and  their  money  demanded,  by  fome 
Heffian  troopers  from  the  oppofite  fide* 
Deeming  the  canal  a  fufficient  fecurity,  they 
/  *  did 
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did  not  attend  to  the  demand;  but  pro¬ 
ceeded  peaceably  along.  Two  Heffians 
iwam  their  horfes  through,  took  from  them 
their  little  money,  and  a  watch ;  and  re¬ 
warded  the  peaceable  demeanour  of  thefe 
nifties  by  a  few  blows,  and  many  a  devout 
curfe.  They  then  returned  to  join  their 
companions. 

In  returning  from  the  camp  to  Fumes* ** 
we  paffed  partly  by  the  ftrand,  and  partly 
by  the  fmall  road  near  the  fand-hilis ;  we 
thought,  we  had  loft  ourfelves,  and  opened 
the  door  of  a  cottage  to  procure  informa¬ 
tion.  The  people  fixed  their  eyes  upon  us5 
and  with  the  greateft  terror  exclaimed* 
«  *  We  have  nothing,Keyferfmen  took  every 
thing/'  “  You  are  deceived,  my  brother/' 

*  €c  Nous  avons  tout  perdu-—Ies  Imperiaux  ont  pris 
toutes  nos  biens:” — Tu  te  trompes,  mon  frere, — - 
64  dites  moi  la  plus  courte  route  aller  a  Fumes?” — “Oui! 
furement!  mais  iFetes  vous  foldat?” — cc  Non!  bourgeois 
Anglois” — ‘£  Ah  !  goo  Jen  men  ! — ii  font  des  braves  i 
les  Hellos  font  vilains,  iis  m’ont  pilles  de  tout,  et  memo 
ina  vefte.” — His  admiration  of  Englifh  virtue  he  fpoke  in 
Fieiiaifli.  Caefarfinan  is  pronounced  Kevferfman. 

**  fafd 
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faid  I ;  <c  tell  us  the  neareft  road  to 
Furnes;"  “  Yes  furely,”  replied  the  mailer  ; 
te  are  you  not  a  foldier  ?”  “  No  !  an  Englifh 
citizen  !”  “Ah  !  good  men  !  they  are  brave  ) 
the  Heflians  are  the  villains ;  they  have 
plundered  me  of  every  thing  to  my  waift> 
coat/’  He  then  pointed  out  our  road,  and 
with  his  eyes  full  of  tears,  and  his  breaft 
heaving,  he  fqueezed  my  hand,  and  barely 
articulated,  “  Bon  voyage  V * 

The  houfes  have  been  every  where  molt 
Completely  ftript .  Odenkirk,  on  the  eaft  of 
the  canal,  it  is  faid,  was  burnt  by  the  Pa¬ 
triots  in  retreat ;  but  the  difmal  havock  of 
war  appears  more  dillrefling  in  the  country 
houfes  near  Dunkirk,  where  the  peaceable! 
merchant  palled  his  fiimmer  evening  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  garden:  everything  is  there 
dellroyed .  The  faithful  dog  lies  dead  at  the 
door  for  having  defended  the  property 
which  his  mailer  had  not  time  to  carry  off) 
or  if  alive,  he  fhuns  the  unknown  Heps  of 
flrangers. — I  fawa  centinel  Handing  guard 
near  one  of  the  country  houfes  ;  I  fpoke  to 
him:  “  It  is  the  hofpital.  Sir.”  “  But  why 
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do  you  ftand  guard  at  it  To  keep  off 

the  Auftrians,”  was  his  anrwer. 

When  Colonel  Moncrief  received  his 
mortal  wound,  the  Heflians,  who  were 
near  him,  did  nor  otter  him  the  leaft  affift- 
ance,  but  werebufied  in  rifling  his  pockets, 
and  cutting  the  buttons  from  his  coat ;  and 
molt  probably  the  robbery  would  have  been 
effectually  compleated,  had  not  his 
corpfe  been  refcued  by  fome  Britifli  troops. 

The  dead  and  the  wounded,  both  of 
friend  and  enemy,  are  too  frequently  {trip¬ 
ped,  and  fomet  mes  the  fervice  fuffers  by  the 
unavoidable  delay  it  occafions.  One  inftance 
of  fidelity  in  an  Aultrian  fervant  I  cannot 
forbear  to  men  ion  :  indeed  fomething  of 
humanity  is  neceflary  to  counterbalance  the 
tnany  adds  of  cruelty  they  have  com  nitted. 
His  mafter  had  been  grievoufiy  wounded, 
and  fenfelefs  removed  to  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  field  of  battle:  the  enemy  were 
approaching,  and,  unable  to  carry  him  off, 
this  faithful  fervant  took  from  him  his  watch 
and  purfe.  He  knew  not  whether  he  was 
dead  or  alive,  but  fcrupuoufiy  preferved 

for 
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for  many  years  what  he  had  thus  been  able 
to  wreil  from  the  pillagers  of  the  enemy. 
His  fidelity  foon  recommended  him  to 
another  mailer ;  and  when,  many  years  af*- 
ter  wards,  he  palled  his  old  mailer's  regiment 
Upon  the  road,  and  inquiring  of  fome  men 
he  recognized,  if  they  had  ever  heard  of 
Captain  - — — was  informed  that  the 

i  ^ 

officer,  liberated  from  a  long  captivity,  had 
rejoined  his  corps,  he  haftened  to  reflore  to 
him  his  property  His  Angular  honefly,with 
fome  feats  of  valour,  occafioned  his  promo¬ 
tion  to  a  lieutenancy  in  the  fame  regiment : 
but  fuch  was  the  force  of  habitual  refpeft, 
he  always  treated  his  captain  as  a  mailer. 

The  officers  of  the  allies  are  even  not 
exempted  from  the  pillage  of  the  Heffians: 
a  Dutch  captain,  near  Menin,  faluted  one  of 
our  noble  auxiliary  foldiers  with  a  ftroke  of 
a  fabre,  as  he  was  taking  away  in  the  nig  ht 
fome  of  the  contents  of  the  tent. 

Great  complaints  have  been  made  againft 
theFrench  for  their  contempt  of  religion,  and 
the  profanation  of  the  churches ;  but  neither 
have  they  efcaped  the  ravaging  hands  of  the 
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Heffians.  Proteftants  by  perfuafion,  they 
may  plunder  with  impunity,  defy  the  cla¬ 
mours,  nay  even  receive  the  applaufe,  of  a 
Catholic  clergy  ;  blit  the  whole  world  ftig- 
matizes  Frenchmen  with  the  opprobrious 
titles  of  Infidels,  and  Atheifts.  The  holy 
tapers,  confecrated  to  religion, were  fnatched 
from  the  altars  to  light  the  tents  of  our 
foldiery :  yet  fimilar  a6is  brought  down  the 
Flemings"  wrath  upon  the  heads  of  the 
atheiftical  French. 

In  afts  of  murder  and  cruelty  the  Aus¬ 
trians  fhine  moft  conFpicuous  :  the  difficulty 
of  pr@of  makes  men  cautious  of  recounting 
them ;  though  their  royal  inveteracy  againft 
the  French  gives  a  countenance  to  every 
tale  of  barbaritv.  The  law  of  retaliation  is 
no  doubt  rigoroufly  exercifed  by  the  Re¬ 
publicans  ;  and  every  opening  day  witneffes 
the  armies  more  inhuman,  more  defperate, 
than  before. 

,  * 

At  Nieuport  we  heard  from  an  Englifn 
officer,  and  he  related  it  fo  circu'mftantially 
we  could  not  hefitate  to  credit  him,  that 
twenty-nine  Frenchmen,  Rationed  in  a  gar- 

G  den> 
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den,  had  furrendered  to  fome  Britifh  troops 
near  Dunkirk  ;  had  demanded  and  obtained 
pardon ;  but  a  party  of  Auftrians  arriving, 
in  fpiteof  the  remonftrances  of  our  country¬ 
men,  put  them  all  to  death. 

Near  St.Amand  fome  Patriots, ddperately 
wounded,  had  hid  themfelves  in  a  ditch  from 
the  rage  of  the  Imperialifts;  but  were  foon 
difcovered  by  a  fmall  party.  To  kill  them 
was  not  fufficient  for  thefe  lawlefs  victors  ; 
they  gafhed  them  from  the  e}re  to  the  jaw¬ 
bone,  and  from  the  mouth  to  the  ears  ;  and, 
prolonging  their  miferable  exiflenceby  every 
refinement  of  cruelty,  gently  fawed  their 
throats  with  their  hacked  fabres. 

But  thefe  monfters  of  cruelty  do  not  ex- 
ercife  their  ingenuity  upon  the  enemy  alone ; 
they  have  been  appointed  the  executioners  of 
our  native  troops.  I  advert  to  the  Irifhman 
who  deferted  to  the  French  at  Valenciennes. 
Their  own  defer ters,  whom  they  recognized 
in  the  French  ranks,  were  immediately 
killed  ;  but  here  they  were  obliged  to  wait 
the  formality  of  a  court-martial.  He  was 
fentenced  to  die ;  fufpended  by  his  arms 

upon 
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upon  a  tree,  the  Auftrians  renewed  upon 
this  unhappy  wretch  their  refined  cruelty, 
and  prolonged  his  miferable  exiftence.  I 
know  not  that  the  Britilh  refufed  the  office ; 
but  one  general  fentiment  pervaded  our 
countrymen,  that  though  his  fentence  was 
juft,  the  mode  of  his  execution  was  cruel, 
and  ill  fuited  to  the  habits  of  Englifhmen. 
“  But  damn  them/''  faid  an  Englifh  foldier, 
“  they  will  do  any  thing  for  money ;  they 
would  murder  us,  if  they  could  get  any 
thing  by  it." 

The  Britilh  foldiers  go  on  patroles  with 
their  cruel  auxiliaries  ;  they  may  obtain  mi¬ 
litary  inftruftions ;  but,  habituated  to  fcenes 
of  bloodlhed,  and  a 61s  of  ferocity,  may  for¬ 
get  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  fellow  ci¬ 
tizens. 

No  expreffions,  however  extravagant,  can 
defcribe  the  confidence  of  the  Britilh  foldiery 
foon  after  the  inveftment  of  Dunkirk :  they 
adored  their  commander,  “  they  would  die 
to  ferve  him/'  The  affair  of  Lincelles  had 
given  the  guards  the  moft  Jove  reign  con¬ 
tempt  of  tlie  Republicans  ;  but  the  officers, 

C  2  „  how- 
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however  they  might  wifh  to  fupport  the 
fervor  of  the  men,  recollected  with  horror 
the  dangers  of  that  day,  and  that  it  was  not 
the  firft  time  they  had  been  expofed,  un- 
neceflarily,  to  the  batteries  of  the  enemy. 

The  Englifh  have  unqueftionably  eftab- 
lifhed  their  reputation  among  the  allies  in 
fevera \  coups  de  main.  The  forcing  the  out¬ 
works  of  Valenciennes  was  an  enterprize  fo 
dangerous;that  the  Auftrians  refufed  to  a6t, 
unlefs  the  Englifh  advanced  firft ;  but  de¬ 
clared  that  they  would  “  follow  them  to  the 
devil/"  They  accordingly  were  attacked  by 
our  countrymen,  and  carried  fifteen  minutes 
before  the  Auftrians  dared  to  iliew  them- 
felves.  But  brave  as  our  foldiers  are,  they 
confefledly  knew  nothing  of  tfie  “  petite 
guerre  and  were  too  apt  to  deride  the 

courage  or  the  arts  of  their  enemy : - 

“  Damned  rafcals — won V  meet  us  in  open 
field — damn  them, they  never  ftay  a  day,  but 
they  throw  up  works — damned  cowards.^ 
Thefe  were  the  expreffions,  which  our  fol- 
diery- applied  to  the  French  in  Auguft,  and 
[he  firft  days  of  September;  fimilar  to  the  pre¬ 
judices. 
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judices,  that  once  exifted  in  the  warlike  mind 
of  their  countryman,  honeft  uncle  Toby. 
Not  having  been  near  theBritifh  army,fince 
their  retreat,  I  know  not,  that  this  contempt 
remains  ;  but  fome  individuals,  whom  I 
met  in  Odtober,  and  who  had  juft  left  the 
camp,  attefted,  that  very  different  fenti- 
ments  had  replaced  thefe  bravadoes.  One 
man,  who  had  loaded  the  enemy  with  every 
odious  appellation,  I  afterwards  met  at 
Torout:  his  fpirits  were  reduced  by  fatigue, 
or  fome  other  caufe ;  but  {baking  his  head 
he  replied  to  me,  “  The)^  are  fighting  for 
liberty." 

The  wars  in  the  conclufion  of  the  laft,  and 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  century, 
were  undertaken  at  the  inftance  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  ;  and  with  the  general  con¬ 
currence  of  the  people  of  England. — If  we 
may  believe  the  addrefs  which  they  pre- 
fented  to  King  William  the  Third  ;  “  They 
did  not  doubt  but  the  alliances  then  made, 
or  which  might  thereafter  be  concluded  by 
his  Majefty,  would  be  fufficient  to  reduce 
the  French  king  to  fuch  a  condition,  that  it 

fhould 
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fhould  not  be  in  his  power  to  violate  the 
peace  of  Chriftendom”  The  half  of  Eu¬ 
rope  engaged  in  war  with  France  ;  the  allies 
gained  many  fplendid  and  important  vidto- 
tories.  England  and  Holland  Ihewed  their 
pofterity  the  convenience  of  the  funding 
fyftem :  but  the  peace  again  reftored  to 
the  French  the  momentary  conquefts  of  the 
allies  ;  confirmed  to  them  the  peaceable 
poffellion  of  the  fertile  provinces  of  Alface 
and  Lorraine,  and  the  populous  counties  of 
the  north  ;  and  eftablifhed  a  Bourbon  on  the 
throne  of  Spain.  The  infatiate  ambition  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  was,  indeed,  curbed  ; 
but  his  country  was  made  ftronger  than  be¬ 
fore  :  the  provinces  then  ceded  to  him  form 
at  this  moment  the  impenetrable  frontier 
of  France. 

Difregarding  the  advice  of  hiftory,  and 
inconfiderate  as  children,  we  fuppofed,  that 
France  could  be  conquered  in  one  cam¬ 
paign.  We  reckoned  not  on  the  difpofn 
tion  of  the  times  :  every  violent  fpirit  is 
now  in  adtiom  ;  and  the  hiftory  of  mankind 
will  teach  us,  that  in  the  moments  of  a  re¬ 
volution* 
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volution,  a  nation,  though  divided  inter¬ 
nally,  prefents  a  more  formidable  external 
barrier,  than  in  any  war  under  an  efiablifhed 
government. — -Our  own  country  confirms 
the  truth  of  the  aflertion  ;  the  power  of 
England  was  never  more  dreaded  by  its 
enemies  than  under  the  protectorate  of 
Cromwell.  The  frontier  of  France  is  more 
ftrongly  guarded  than  any  country  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  the  reduction  of  its  more  than  one 
hundred  fortified  cities  will  require  a  feries 
of  years,  at  the  profpeCt  of  which  the  go¬ 
vernments  of  Europe  may  tremble. 

By  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  fhould  have 
been,  and  they  partly  were,  difmantled  ; 
lufficient,  however,  remained  to  refifi  the 
efforts  of  forty  thoufand  men.  The  trouble 
and  expence,  and  the  number  of  lives,  which 
this  city  coft  Vifcount  Turenne,  formed  no 
part  of  the  eftlmate  in  this  campaign  ;  but 
whether  the  failure  was  owing  to  negligence 
at  home,  or  temerity  in  the  general,  will 
probably  remain  a  fecret ;  a  light !  confef- 
ftdly  too  glaring  for  the  popular  eye. 

Though 
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Though  defended  by  fourteen  thoufand 
men,  the  works  of  Dunkirk  were  defpifed  ; 

“  Thefe,’'  faid  an  Heffiaii  officer,  who  had 

/ 

ferved  in  America,  “  would  only  be  a 
break  fall  for  oilr  army  The  poffeflion 
of  this  town  alone  did  not  fatisfy  them  ;  af¬ 
ter  breaking  the  long  chain  of  cities  in  Weft 
Flanders,  the  blockade  of  Lifle,  during  the 
winter,  crowned  the  ideal  projects  of  mili¬ 
tary  fpeculators. 

If  we  view  the  immenfity  of  {fores  of  every 
kind  Collected  in  Auftrian  Weft  Flanders; 
and  paid  for  by  Britifh  money,  we  may 
prefume,  that  our  cool-headed  Minifters, 
at  home,  had  too  fondly  liftened  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  delufion.  Dunkirk  would  fcarceiy  have 
indemnified  this  country  for  the  fums  ex¬ 
pended  in  the  purchafe  and  tranfportation 
of  ammunition  and  ft ores.  Did  not  they 
believe,  that  the  royal  party  in  the  Repub¬ 
lic  awaited  the  near  approach  of  our  Prince, 
to  intruft  to  him,  and  his  country,  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  their  cities,  and  the  long  range  of 
coaft  oppofite  our  [bores  ? — And  that  the 
bourgeoiferie  and  pea  hints,  groaning  un¬ 
der 
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der  the  iron-handed  oppreffion  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  would  again  commit  their  fortunes 
and  their  lives  to  the  mild  guardianfhip  of 
the  nobles,  and  the  feudal  law,  or  to  the 
gentle  mercies  of  the  intendants. 

What  were  the  value  of  the  {lores  ?  This 
is  fo  varioufly  eftimated,  I  fhall  not  attempt 
to  affix  any  amount  to  them:  all,  however, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  was 
allured  by  an  Auftrian  officer,  (and  he 
averred  he  had  feen  a  written  lift  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles)  that  no  lefs  than  fifty-five  thoufand 
fhells  had  been  provided  for  the  fiege;  I 
faw  the  corn  and  hay ;  and  if  every  neceflary 
was  in  equal  profusion,  the  lofs  has  been 
immenfe.  All  was  tranfported  to  France, 
except  the  wood  for  fuel,  which,  being  too 
cumbrous,  they  burnt. 

Since  the  defeat  of  our  army,  the  num¬ 
bers  of  the  French  have!  been  moft  won- 
droufly  magnified  ;  and  the  regiments  under 
the  command  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the 
covering  army  of  Marfhal  Frey  tag,  propor- 
tionably  diminifhed.  That  the  French  were 
making  every  difpofition  to  attack  them  in 

D  force. 
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force,  and  were  drawing  all  the  foldiers  pof- 
fible  out  of  the  garrifon  towns,  was  wrell 
known ;  but  that  they  conveyed  troops  in 
carriages  and  waggons,  from  the  armies  of 
the  Mozelle  and  the  Rhine,  was  never  cre¬ 
dited  :  fiicli  afiertions  may  amufe  the  credu¬ 
lous  mind  of  an  Englilhman,  or  may  apo¬ 
logize  for  the  precipitate  retreat  to  Odin- 
kirk.  f  , 

The  Duke  of  York  had  received,  perhaps 
before,  but  I  aver,  on  the  fecond  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  moft  pofitive  affurance  of  the 
French  being  colledted  in  great  numbers, 
and  of  their  intention  to  fall  upon  his  army  : 
but  if  we  may  implicitly  confide  in  Sir 
James  Murray's  difpatches,  as  they  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  Gazette,  the  covering  army  was 
not  ftrengtliened  till  the  feventh,  and  then 
only  by  two  Hefiian  battalions.  The  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  enemy,  which  pervaded  the 
army,  feems  to  have  infinuated  itfelf,  where 
it  never  ought,  among  the  officers  of  the 
Head  Quarters ;  or,  depending  upon  the  fe- 
cret  intelligence  they  held  in  France,  they 
hoped  eafily  to  repel  the  badly-condufted 

columns 
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columns  of  the  Republicans.  The  Com- 
miffioners  were  aftive  ;  and  their  fuccefs 
furprizes  the  ceremonious  German. 

At  Honfcote,  though  the  probability  of 
fuccefs  was  with  the  French,  and  the  pofi- 
tion  of  the  covering  army  was  parallel  with 
the  Duke,  no  precaution  feems  to  have 
been  taken  to  fecure  their  retreat ;  and  had 
the  French  turned  the  Mere  (to  fay  the  leaf!) 
they  might  have  deftroyed  the  flanks.  The 
errors  of  thefe  days  are  enveloped  in  myf- 
tery ;  and  it  muft  be  left  to  military  men 
and  wifer  times  to  draw  afide  the  veil. 

What  numbers  fell  into  the  hands  of  the, 

•  « 

enemy  is  not  known  :  many  women  perifli- 
ed  by  the  overturning  of  the  baggage  carts. 
The  general  expedition,  and  the  force  of 
example,  quickened  the  pace  of  the  ilow- 
minded,  flow-footed  iVuftrian.  The  bag¬ 
gage  of  the  officers  was  not  all  brought  to 
Furnes :  fome  had  forgot  that  it  would  ever 
afterwards  be  neceffary  to  change  their 
fhirts. 

/ 

After  having  fatisfied  our  curiofity  in  the 
camp  and  Furnes,  we  palled  by  Ipres,  Me- 

D  %  nin. 
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nin,  Courtray,  and  Tournay  to  Valenciennes. 
Through  part  of  this  road,  the  army  had 
paired  to  the  fiege  of  Dunkirk,  and  had  left, 
they  or  their  followers,  fome  fmall  traces 
of  their  line  of  march.  “  Did  they  plun¬ 
der  ?”  “  Yes  ! — when  the  French  are  here, 

it  is  fad  ;  when  the  Imperialifts  are  here,  "tis 
more  fad/"  The  peafant  fuffers  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  his  protestors  complete  his  ruin. 
“  Are  you  a  Casfarfman  is  always  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative :  the  fvvord  of  the 
allies  confirms  the  allegiance  externally,  but 
cannot  eradicate  the  feeds  of  “  Sedition.'"  and 
“  Jacobinifm,"  very  plentifully  fown  in 
Flanders.  The  church  is  rich,  and  her  de¬ 
pendents  numerous:  the  military  and  the 
tax-gatherer  join  with  their  holy  mother  in 
the  daily  commination  of  republican  prin¬ 
ciples. 

At  Menin  were  the  head  quarters  of  the 
Dutch  :  every  thing  wore  the  appearance  of 
military  law  ;  and  the  eyes  of  the  peaceable 
traveller  were  folaced  by  a  gibbet  in  front 
of  the  camp.  “  Les  Hollandois  ne  font  pas 
fermes,"  is  repeated  by  every  mouth.  Hif- 

tory 
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tory  declares,  that  they  never  exhibited  any 
proofs  of  perfonal  valour,  in  a  war  of  of¬ 
fence  ;  and,  however  they  may  have  eftablifh- 

ed  a  military  character,  when  fighting 

• 

“  pro  aris  et  foris/'  their  pretenfions  to  it 
now  are  highly  ridiculed.  They  pofiefs 
little  of  the  animation  of  the  Britifh ;  and 
they  know  not,  like  the  Auftrians,  how  to 
fteel  their  hearts  againft  an  enemy  in  dif- 
trefs. 

Of  all  the  cordon  of  troops,  which, 
through  a  long  range  of  frontier,  protect 
the  Imperial  territories,  the  Dutch  have  been 
moft  expofed.  The  enemy  defpifed  their 
courage,  and  have  wreaked  their  deadly  re¬ 
venge  upon  our  natural  allies.  Thirty 
thoufand  men,  Rationed  at  the  average  dis¬ 
tance  of  two  leagues  from  the  city  of  Lifle, 
were  deftined  to  protedl  the  frontier  along 
three-fifths  of  the  Circle,  which  it  there 
forms.  Thehoftile  garrifon  were  numerous, 
and  could  vary  the  point  of  attack,  where, 
and  with  what  number  the  commander 
pleafed.  Though  the  iffue  of  the  war  will 
probably  decide  the  fate  of  the  Stadtholder, 

and 
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and  himfelf,  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange 
has  not  exerted  the  activity  that  generals  ac- 
cuftomed  to  a  war  of  pofts  might  have  done  : 
though  born  in  an  high  ftation,  and  heir  ap¬ 
parent  to  the  Captain  Generalfhip  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  it  is  poflible  he  did 
not  poffefs  a  military  genius;  or  perhaps 
his  youthful  exertions  have  been  cramped 
by  a  military  tutorage.  The  Dutch  were 
never  a6tive ;  and  if  the  French  had  per¬ 
mitted  them  the  peaceable  poffeffion  of  their 
pofts,  Mynheer  would  not  have  dared  to 
difturb  the  enemy's  repofe.  The  garrifon 
of  Lide,  during  the  whole  campaign,  had 
made  repeated  and  deftrudtive  attacks 
upon  them:  the  fword  and  the  hofpUal  had 
reduced  them  to  twenty-four  thoufand  men. 

They  had  frequently  felt  the  enthiifiafm  of 
their  enemy ;  and  if  they  were  acquainted 
with  the  hiftory  of  their  own  country,  they 
might  dread  the  energy  of  liberty  :  they 
had,  however,  always  timidly  engaged  the 
Republicans  of  France.  Their  frequent 
difafters  had  impaired  their  courage;  the 
French  knew,  that  they  were  dreaded,  and 

on 
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cn  the  eleventh  of  September,  the  trumpeter, 
who  had  been  fent  in,  openly  declared,  that 
they  fhould  fee  his  countrymen  again  in  two 
days':  “  Apres  demain  nous  viendrons  vous  re- 
vifiter/'TheFrench  columns  were  at  leaft  four 
times  more  numerous  than  the  Dutch ;  and 
had  the  refiftance  been  vigorous,  the  {laugh¬ 
ter  would  have  been  immenfe.  The  French 
had  turned  feveral  of  the  pofts,  before  the 
Hollanders  fled ;  and,  with  all  their  rapidity, 
no  more  than  eighteen  thoufand  men  arrived 
in  fafety  at  Ghent.  Their  overthrow  was 
but  too  complete;  their  flight  difgraced 
the  fteadinefs  of  a  foldier  :  officers  and  men, 
infantry  and  horfe,  confufed  each  other ; 
and  their  fellow  foldiers,  whofe  fatigue,  or 
whofe  flight  wounds,  impeded  their  expe¬ 
dition,  were  believed  by  the  runaways  to 
be  the  “  Patrioters"  in  purfuit..  Seven 
hundred  foldiers  without  officers  reached 
Bruges,  and  breathlefs  were  proceeding 
through  the  town  to  the  gate  of  Sluys. 
Colonel  D'Oyle,  who  commanded  there, 
ordered  the  gates  to  be  {hut,  and  drawing 
out  his  little  garrifon,  compelled  them  to 
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lay  down  their  arms,  and  abide  in  the  town. 
Many  of  the  wounded  were  abandoned  to 
the  mercy  of  a  victorious  enemy  ;  and  of 
the  few  they  had  mounted  upon  the  car¬ 
riages  of  the  artillery,  if  any  one  tumbled, 
they  dared  not  flop  a  moment  to  aftift  him . 
Many  of  the  artillery  horfes,  not  able  to  draw 
both  the  carriages  and  the  wounded,  fell 
down ;  the  road  every  where  was  ftrewed 
with  abandoned  property. 

On  the  fide  of  Pont  a  Bouvines,  the  Dutch  . 
corps  were  as  much  mangled  and  difperfed, 
as  their  countrymen  near  Menin.  Two 
valiant  ferjeants,  having  eroded  the  Scheldt* 
traverfed  the  country,  as  far  as  Maftricht, 
and  there  related  the  wondrous  defeat  with 
no  fmall  powers  of  exaggeration  :  their 
difpatcli  was  rewarded  by  the  juft  feverity 
of  the  princely  commandant — with  the 

4  _  „  .  > 

The  panic  was  not  confined  to  the  men: 
When  the  wounded  Prince  of  Orange  ar¬ 
rived  at  Torout,  which  is  three  leagues  and 
a  half  farther  than  the  moll  advanced 
French  polls  were,  he  fhewed  the  moft  evi¬ 
dent 
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dent  alarm,  and  haftened  the  harneffing  of 
the  horfes.  A  trooper  gallopped  in  long 
before  him,  to  demand  a  relay:  the  poft- 
mafter  denied,  that  he,  had  any  at  home: 
with  his  naked  fabre,  the  foldier  bluftered, 
and  drew  the  horfes  into  the  ftreet.  The 
prince  ordered  a  glafs  of  milk  and  water ; 
not  having  time  to  drink  it,  he  took  it  with 
him  in  the  coach,  and  thej^  gallopped  off. 

Officers,  men,  and  the  general,  confufed 
each  other  by  their  fears ;  and  they  all * 
deemed  it  expedient  to  march  on  the  nor¬ 
thern  fide  of  the  canal  to  Ghent. 

“  The  Dutch  troops  are  difaffedted  to  the 
caufe  I  cannot  deny  the  affertion,  nor  had 
I  ever  much  reafon  to  aver  it.  But  when 
men  are  fighting,  the  worft  paffions  force 
themfelves  upon  the  mind  :  1  have  heard  the 
other  allies  load  their  enemy  with  the  mod 
bitter  epithets  ;  but  the  filence  of  the  Dutch¬ 
man  aftonifhed  me.  I  knew  not  whether  to 

m 

attribute  it  to  his  natural  phlegm,  or  to  his 
fears.  But  they^  frequently  relate,  and  in 
terms  of  approbation,  various  anecdotes  of 
the  fcldiers,  officers,  and  peafants  of  France, 

E  and 
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and  extol  the  feats  of  valour  which  indivi* 
duals  difplay  among  that  deluded  nation. 

*  Near  Comines  a  national  officer  upon 
patrole  was  furrounded  with  his  detachment* 
by  a  numerous  party  of  the  Dutch:  his  men 
made  little  refiftance,  and  “  fauve  qui  peut/J 
foon  difperfed  them.  The  officer  remained* 
and  upon  his  knees  demanded  “  grace,  merci* 
pardon/'  The  Dutchman  would  have  grant¬ 
ed  it :  but  he  again  drew  his  fword,  ex¬ 
claiming,  “  I  will  remember  my  caufe,  I  will 
die  for  my  country/"  and  Angle-handed 
wounded  five  men.  Three  bayonets  were 
foon  planted  in  his  bofom :  he  made  another 
flroke,  and  falling,  exclaimed,  “  With  my 
laft  figh  I  will  fay,  live  the  nation  V* 

This  anecdote  was  frequently  related,  but 
at  Courtray,  I  dined  at  the  Table  d’Hdte  with 
the  officer,  who  commanded  the  Dutch  de¬ 
tachment  :  he  allured  me  of  the  truth  of  it, 
and  (hewed  me  fome  of  the  Republican 
affignats  found  in  his  pocket.  “  It  is  true 

*  Take  to  your  heels  Quartier!— il  m’y  fouvrendra 
de  la  republique — je  me  meurs  pour  la  patrie- — et  aveG 
mon  dernier  loupir  /exhale,  Vive  la  nation  V* 

I  allure 
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I  afliire  you,  upon  my  honour/'  Is  it 
poffible?"  “  Yes!  and  many  of  the  nation 
die  in  the  fame  manner/' 

If  fuch  is  the  mad  enthufiafm  of  the 
French,  the  determined  courage  of  the 
Imperial  foldier  is  notlefs  confpicuous:  fmall 
bodies  have  frequently  refilled  incredible 
numbers  of  the  undifciplined  Frenchmen. 

They  both  feem  to  make  dying  a  pleafure : 

• 

the  Auftrian  fa}^s,  expiring,  “  I  die  for  my 
king/'  the  Frenchman  for  his  country:  and 
they  too  often  put  each  other's  conftancy  to 
a  cruel  proof.  In  the  holy  fervour  of  the 
times,  they  each  efteem  their  caufe  the  moil 
facred  on  earth  ;  the  one  abominates  the  re¬ 
gicide  ;  the  other  can  hold  no  communion 
with  the  fupporter  of  tyranny,  the  difpoiler 
of  his  country. 

If  the  native  Dutch  troops  are  not  un^ 
friendly  to  the  caufe,  many  of  the  fubfidiary 
Swifs,  though  their  honour  obliges  them  to 
fight  bravely,  have  imbibed  the  principles  of 
democracy.  One  Swifs  officer,  whom  we 
met  going  to  rejoin  his  regiment  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Holland,  fpoke  out  moft  plainly 

£  3  againft 
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again#  the  policy  of  the  war  :  “  Had  Eng¬ 
land/'  faid  he,  “  fpent  a  twentieth  part  in 
corrupting  the  National  .Convention,  fhe 
might  have  dictated  her  own  terms  ;  and  at 
the  profpe6l  of  a  general  peace,  France 
would  have  withdrawn  her  armies."  “  We 
did  offer  peace  upon  thefe  terms." — Yes!" 
faid  he,  “  but  did  you  offer  to  negociate  a 
peace  for  them  with  the  other  allied 
powers  ?"  I  could  not  anfwer  him.  We 
converfed  much  on  the  energy  of  liberty, 
the  freedom  of  the  cantons  of  Switzerland, 
the  tyranny  of  Auflria,  the  ambitious  views 
of  the  Emprefs,  and  the  fallacy  of  alliances  ; 
— much  on  the  ftate  of  the  military,  of  phi- 
lofophy :  “  *  Philofophy  and  a  military 
life,"  faid  he,  “  do  not  accord  ;  the  mo¬ 
ment,  when  we  return  to  the  religion  of 
Nature,  deftroys  the  neceffity  of  the  mili¬ 
tary." — “  But  are  thefe  your  owm  particular 
fentiments,  or  thofe  of  your  companions  ?" 

Of  many  of  my  corps  ; — -thofe  who  have 

/ 

*  La  philofophie  et  les  militaires  n’accordent  point; 
ce  moment-la  quand  nous  retcurnons  a  ia  religion  de  la 
nature,  tombent  les  militaire?. 


read 
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read  the  hiftory  of  my  country,  know  the 
efforts  of  liberty  ;  the  traveller  fees  its  ef¬ 
fects  :  a  Swifs  mujl  wifh  well  to  the  French 
caufe." — “  But  the  Mefiieurs  of  Berne  are 
not  friendly  to  it/' — “  No !  'tis  true  they 
have  prevented  the  circulation  of  fome 
French  Gazettes  ;  but  are  determined  to  be 
neutral ;  and,  will  you  believe  me  ?  they  fuf- 
pe£t  the  principles  and  equality  of  Free- 
mafons,  and  have  prohibited  their  meeting/'' 
— “  'Tis  the  fame  in  Germany/' — “  Yes  ! 
but  they  are  not  free." 

He  had  told  me,  that  his  father  held  a 
confiderable  poft  in  the  canton  of  Berne  ; 
that  as  a  foldier,  he  had  fpent  ten  years  of 
his  life  in  Italy.  He  had  there  been  taught 
mufic  ?  he  played  us  on  a  flute  feveral  fa¬ 
vourite  airs  of  Italy ;  “  But  the  French 
tunes,"  faid  he,  “  are  dear  to  me,  becaufe 
they  are  the  tunes  of  Liberty."  I  fuppofed 
that  no  remnant  of  feudal  pride  exifted  in 
him,  and  requefted  the  Rants  des  Vachcs  *; 

“  I 

*  It  will  hardly  be  neceflarv  to  acquaint  the  reader, 
that  this  tune  is  the  favourite  air  or  the  Swifs  ^eafants : 

they 
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■ c  I  know  it  not ;  'tis  a  tune  of  the  pea- 
fants.” 

We  afterwards  difcourfed  on  the  man¬ 
ners  of  Italy,  and  contrafted  their  effemi¬ 
nate  ilavery  with  the  hardy  and  favage  free¬ 
dom  of  the  Swifs  mountaineer ;  and  from 
them  recurred  to  the  honeft  and  laborious 
German.  The  commerce  of  England  re- 
ftored  to  our  view  the  frugal  and  induftri- 
ous  habits  of  the  Hollander  :  but  from  thefe 
peaceable  fubjedts  his  -  excurfive  fancy  again 
led  us  upon  the  theatre  of  war.  *  “  If  my 

they  hear  it  in  their  infancy  played  by  the  minftrels,  who 
wander  among  their  native  mountains.  When  played  in 
the  hearing  of  the  Swifs  troops,  in  the  fervice  of  France 
and  of  Holland,  if  it  did  not  caufe  immediate  defertion,  it 
has  frequently  occafioned  a  deep  melancholy,  with  an  ur-. 
gent  defire  to  return  to  their  domeftic  connexions.  The 
French  have  diftinguifhed  this  amiable  diforder  by  the 
name  of  u  maladie  du  pays.”  The  traveller  well  knows* 
what  trifling  incidents  frequently  recall  his  thoughts  to 
his  country  or  his  friends. 

*  u  Si  les  ofnciers  generaux  font  tues,  j*en  deviendrai 
General  Ilollandois — Mais  fuppofez  que  les  Francois 
vous  feroient  mourir  ?- — Un  philofophe,  j’en  fuis  avance 


bicn.” 
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fuperior  officers  are  killed,  I  fhall  be  Ge¬ 
neral  Hollandois  " — “But  if  you  are  killed?" 
— “  A  philolbpher,  I  fhall  have  advanced 
fufficient," 

What  I  have  mentioned  of  the  Dutch, 
native,  and  fubfidiary  troops,  might  ferve 
to  {hew  their  political  difpofition  prior  to  the 
day  when  their  fpirits  were  depreffed  by 
their  bloody  defeat.  Since  that  unhappy 
affair,  the  Stadtholder  has  deemed  his  pre¬ 
fence  neceffary  to  raife  the  courage  of  his 
foldiers;  and  the  ftates,  with  their  ufual 
munificence,  granted  him  ten  thoufand 
pounds  for  his  patriotic  purpofe.  The  troops 
had  been  panic-ftruck ;  and  he  cautioufly 
led  them  toMaubeuge  by  the  circuitous  road 
of  Bruffels.  “  We  are  led  to  a  llaughter- 
houfe,"  was  the  general  fentiment ;  but  all 
did  not  confine  themielves  to  filence :  ma¬ 
ny  openly  expreffed  their  difapprobation  of 
the  war.  Some,  it  is  faid,  have  fince  gone 
over  to  the  enemy  ;  nor  is  it  improbable,  that 
the  Auftrian  troops  may  fome  time  furround 
them  to  extinguifh  the  flame  of  jacobinifm, 
which  they  fufpeft  to  rage  in  the  Dutch  ranks. 

From 
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From  Tournay  we  travelled  by  the  coun¬ 
try  road  to  Conde,  palled  over  the  plain  of 
Fontenoy  :  it  had  witnefied  Britifh  valour, 
but  as  it  was  unconnected  with  the  prefent 
war,  it  excited  little  more  than  an  ordinary 
curiofity. 

The  entry  into  the  frontier  of  France, 
and  the  near  approach  to  the  theatre  of  war, 
is  difcovered  by  the  ruin  of  houfes,  and  the 
inundation  of  the  country.  Wretches  and 
plunderers  as  the  French  have  been  repre- 
fented,  they  have  not  defpoiled  the  magni¬ 
ficent  palace  of  the  Duke  of  Crouay,  though 

no  more  diftant  than  two  miles  from  Conde*. 

■  ■  % 

“  Are  we  entered  France?’"  “  No!""  an- 
fwered  a  peafant,  “  the  Republic  begins  at 
the  other  fide  of  Le  Ouefnoy  :  we  are,  at 
prefent,  to  the  Emperor/"  But  Conde  was 

*  44  Dites  moi,  Monfieur,  fi  nous  fommes  arrives  en 
France  ?” — cc  Non!  la  republique  commence  a  I’autre 
cote  du  Qoefnoy  :  a  prefens  nous  fommes  a  FEmpereur.” 

- <4  Mais  autrefois  Conde  etoit  ville  de  la  France  ?”— ■ 

44  Oui  !  elle  commencoit — regardez  cette  maifon-la, 
toute  ruinee — elle  etoit  la  premiere  barriere.”  44  mais  la, 
France  eft  la  meme  a  prefens — ne'ft  ce  pas  ?”  La  meme  !' 
vous  en  connoiflez  l’hiftoire  bien.”— 


to 
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to  France  ?"  “  Yes!  once/’  faid  he,  “  it  be¬ 
gan  where  you  fee  that  ruined  houfe  ;  Jtwas 
the  firft  barrier/' — “  Is  it  not  the  fame 
now  ?" — “  The  fame  !  You  are  not  a  Gran¬ 
ger  to  it  /'  and  with  a  figh  he  returned  into 
his  houfe. 

Conde  is  little  altered  in  appearance  ;  the 
houfes  and  works  are  entire :  but  the 
wretched  inhabitants  endured  every  feve- 
rity  of  famine,  and  their  meagre  counte¬ 
nances  Hill  atteft  their  fufferings. 

“  The  French  are  too  volatile  ever  to  en¬ 
joy  any  confiderable  degree  of  liberty  ;* 
yet  I  could  not  but  admire  that  facility  of 
temper,  which  accommodates  itfelf  to  the 
urgency  of  the  moment,  and  tends  to  alle¬ 
viate  the  miferies  around  them.  We  had 
fcarcely  entered  the  French  frontiers  at 
Frefne,  when  we  faw  the  fmall  remnant  of 
the  village,  colledfed  for  the  evening,  pre¬ 
paring  to  foften  the  rugged  brow  of  war  by 
a  ruftic  dance.  Their  favourite  air  was  for¬ 
bidden  ;  and  when  I  demanded  qa  ira ,  the 
women  all  exclaimed,  “  It  will  affront  the 
foldiery/*  We  were  firangers ;  but 

F  “  etran- 
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“  etrangeresJJ  had  had  with  them  for  many 
months  no  meaning  but  enemy  ;  and  when, 
yielding  to  their  importunities,  we  confented 
to  dance,  two  young  women  brought  in 
fome  old  men  to  join  the  merriment.  Their 
fmiles  enlivened  us:  their  eyes,  fparkling 
under  the  infirmities  of  age,  declared  their 
pleafure :  on  our  departure,  they  fqueezed 
our  hands,  and  with  an  affedting  tone  of 

voice,  fincerely  wifhed  our  healths - - 

<c  Portez  vous  bien 

Some  affairs  had  called  a  gentleman  of 
Picardy  to  Conde,  much  about  the  time  the 
allies  made  their  attack  upon  the  French 
frontier  ;  inclofed  in  the  town,  he  was  fur- 
rendered,  and  remained  a  fubject  of  the 
Emperor.  The  exorbitant  price  of  food 
during  the  blockade,  and  fubfequent  e!x- 
pences,  had  nearly  exhaufted  his  purfe  ;  and 
he  continued  here  without  any  poflible 
hopes  of  relief*.  “  What  fay  they  of 

France 

*  u  Qu’eft  ce  qu’on  dit  de  France?” — Mais 
qu’eft-ce,  que  vous  voudriez  qu’en  on  dit?” — “  Par-* 
donnez” — “  Je  fuis  Anglois,  voyageur— dites  moi 
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France  ?" — “  What  would  you  that  they 
fhould  fay  ?"  “  I  know  not  He  was  appre- 
henfive  of  betraying  himfelf.  “  I  am  an  Eng- 
lifhman,a  traveller — fpeak — don't  hefitate/* 
faid  L— “  But  your  comrade?" — “  He  is 
Englilh  alfo ;  un  brave  homme."  With 
tears  in  his  eyes,  and  often  oppreffed  by  the 
finenefs  of  his  feelings,  he  began  to  relate 
the  various  miferies  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
of  the  country  around,  contracting  them  with 
the  fmiles  and  bleffings  of  peace  ;  whifper- 
ing  his  hopes,  fpeaking  aloud  his  fears ,  and 
confufed  in  both.  The  enthufiafm  and  def- 
perate  refiftance  of  the  patriots  would  only 
aggravate,  “  for  all  the  powers  are  againft: 
us,"  the  lot  of  his  unhappy  country,  and 
defer  the  moment  “  of  embracing — my  wife 
and  children !"  At  thefe  laft  words  he 
burft  into  tears :  my  heart  could  not  deny 

F  2  him 

— ne  craignez  pas/’— cc  Mais  votre  camarade  ?” — c<  II 
eft  Anglois  aufli,  un  brave  homme.” — u  L’enthoufiafme 
et  la  refiftance  jncroyable  des  patriotes  n’aflifte,  qu’aggra- 
verle  fort  de  la  patrie  malheureufe  ! — -Mais  aller  embra- 
fer  ma  femme  et  mes  enfans — quand  m’en  permettront 
ils ! - - 
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him  the  fympathy  his  forlorn  condition 
demanded. 

i 

Valenciennes  endured  a  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  perhaps  not  equalled  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  world ;  we  were  prepared  to 
behold  a  heap  of  ruins — to  contemplate  hu¬ 
man  mifery  in  all  it  various  forms.  The 
affedting  tone  with  which  the  people  of  the 
country  had  uttered,  “  la  pauvre  Valen¬ 
ciennes  and  their  continual  afiertions,  that 
it  was  “  toute  abymde"  had  excited  our  cu- 
riofity ;  and  in  the  gratification  of  it,  we 
endangered  our  healths  and  fhocked  our 
feelings. 

We  entered  by  the  gate  of  Tournay,  op- 
pofite  to  Mont  Anzain;  but,  as  the  town  on 
this  fide  is  very  much  preferred,  we  fondly 
hoped  we  had  been  deceived  ;  and  that 
the  various  melancholy  defcriptions  we  had 
heard,  had  been  exaggerated  by  the  pea- 
fants  to  draw  a  tear  of  pity  from  the  tra¬ 
veller.  The  Grande  Place  has  very  few 
marks  of  a  befieged  town  ;  but  in  turning 
hence  to  tk$  gate  of  Mons,  the  eye  was  at 

once 
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once  {truck  with  what  appals  the  heart  of 
the  molt  unfeeling  foldier.  The  allies  had 
pufhed  the  fiege  mod:  vigoroufly  on  this 
fide  ;  their  trenches  were  brought  within  a 
very  few  yards  of  the  covered  way  ;  and 
their  heavieft  artillery  had  been  directed 
againft  the  works  of  the  gate  of  Mons — 
perhaps  nine-tenths  of  the  {hells  had  been 
thrown  upon  this  devoted  quarter  ;  and 
each  ftep  convinced  us  of  the  vigorous  and 
undiverted  purfuit  of  the  befiegers,  and  of 
the  firm  refiftance  of  the  garrifon.  Chur¬ 
ches,  public  and  private  houfes,  are  blended 
in  one  general  ruin  ;  the  narrow  ftreets  are 
elevated  by  the  falling  in  of  the  houfes  ;  and 
one  fingle  track  fhews  you,  that  carriages 
with  difficulty  pafs  along  the  principal 
ftreets.  Near  the  gate,  a  lofty  fquare  fteeple 
had  been  ufed  as  an  obfervatory,  a  fignai 
houfe  ;  the  fafety  of  the  troops  in  the  tren¬ 
ches  required  its  deftrudlion  ;  it  has  been 
effected  moft  completely.  Every  ftory  in 
it  is  deftroyed  by  the  bombs  ;  viewed  from 
the  glacis,  it  prefents  to  you  the  interior  of 
two  remaining  fides,  and  ftalking  in  the  air 

admifi 
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amidft  its  brother  ruins,  forms  a  moft  curious 
and  pidlurefque  elevation.  The  numbers 
of  buildings  deftroyed  I  did  not  hear  ;  but 
many  of  the  wretched  inhabitants,  when  they 
dared  to  leave  the  fouterrains,  could  find  no 
traces  of  their  habitations. 

I  faw  feveral  feeble  fallow  fpeftres,  where 
the  fury  of  the  bombardment  had  fpared, 
or  had  only  half  deftroyed,  the  cellars,  creep¬ 
ing  out  of  them  to  boil  their  meagre  foup 
on  the  ruins,  or  againft  the  edges  of  the 
broken  walls,  caft  their  funken  eyes  up¬ 
on  you,  and  with  a  tone  that  rent  your 
very  foul,  demanded  “  la  charity — mais 
pour  la  Vierge  V' 

I  converfed  with  feveral  in  this  ill-fated 
town,  but  I  found  the  delirum  of  demo¬ 
cracy  ftill  continued  ;  perhaps  it  may  be 
more  falcinating  than  before.  “  The  foldiers 
treat  you  well  ?”  “Mais  comme  9a" — “  And 
you furrendered  to  the  Duke  of  York  “It 
is  true,  but  for  the  Emperor  ;  the  crowns 
know  each  other's  fecrets."  They  all  men¬ 
tion  “  la  patrie,"  as  if  they  had  been  ba- 
niftied  from  it  ;  an  enthufiaftic  attachment 

pervades 
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pervades  all  ranks.  The  whole  city  had  af- 
cended  the  hill  of  Famars,  to  attend  the 
burial  of  Dampierre;  they  frill  remember 
it,  and  exclaim,  “  quelle  procejjton  /""  and  one 
young  girl,  who  feemed  more  than  ordina¬ 
rily  charged  with  the  patriotic  gas,  afked  me 
cc  If  it  was  not  a  fuperb  altar  to  her  coun¬ 
try  r"" — I  faw  him  die/"  exclaimed  another  ; 
6‘  live  the  nation,  my  children/"  were  his 
laft  words;  and  then  unfolicited,  and  ex¬ 
pecting  that  I  alfo  fhould  be  interefted  in 
him,  fhe  gave  me  a  long  defcription  of  his 
drefs,  mouftaches,  and  his  military  features. 

I  heard  a  young  woman  of  very  refpec- 
table  appearance  finging  the  tune  of  the 
Marfeillois,  but  in  a  plaintive  tone  ;  I  fup- 
pofed  it  was  the  Contre-Hymn,  and  afked 
her  what  Hie  fang,*  “  It  is  the  hymn  of  li¬ 
berty/"  and  then  watching  the  traits  of  my 
countenance,  afked  me,  in  a  firm  tone  of 

*  44  C’eft  l’hymne  de  la  liberte — en  voudriez-vous 
44  rn’oter  le  1’oulagement  ?  nous  nous  en  y-avons  ha- 
44  bitues” — 44  Mais  je  crois,  que  vous  le  chanterez 
44  encore.”™44  Oui!  a  qui  ?” — 44  A  vos  concitoyens.” 

Non  !  jamais !  fe  pafle  le  terns/’ 
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voice,  u  If  I  would  deprive  her  of  the  con- 
folation:  We  are  habituated  to  it  here.” 

“  But  I  hope,  you  will  fing  it  again  ?”  Yes!- 
to  whom:”  “  To  whom.-? — to  your  fellow- 
citizens.”  With  her  eyes  caft  upon  the 
ground,  and  gravely  moving  her  head,  “No,* 
never  !  the  time  is  pad.” 

The  foldiers  command  obedience;  but  it 
appears  that  even  there  thefinging  of  ga  ird 
is  not  judged,  by  any  fentence  of  a  civil,  or 
military,  court,  to  implicate  the  crime  of 
fedition.  But  the  Scotch  judges  may  have 
inveftigated  the  nature  of  rights,  and  wrongs, 
more  minutely,  than  the  civilians  of  Ger¬ 
many  dare  promulgate,  or  their  military 
executioners  enforce.* 

Many 

*  The  fame  of  the  impartiality  of  the  Scottifh  lawyers' 
has  reached  Amfterdam.The  trial,  to  whicn  I  advert,  be¬ 
came  no  fmall  fubjedt  of  difcourfe  with  thofe,  who 
thought  they  had  known  the  equal  diflribution  of  Britifh. 
juftice.  What  the  Dutch  lawyers  may  conclude  upon  the 
trial,  I  know  not;  but  the  merchants,  and  men  of  reading^ 
ihudder  at  the  tyranny  of  judicial  decifions. — In  England 
no  man  can  plead  ignorance  of  the  law;  but  juftice  re¬ 
quires, 
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Many  of  the  emigrant  clergy  have  re¬ 
turned  to  their  endowments,  and  cures  in 
the  conquered  country ;  I  have  feen  them,  in 
the  pontificalia  of  their  religion,  promenade 
through  the  villages ;  but  no  one  was  pro- 
ftrated  before  their  fuperabundant  fanclity  ; 
and  when  they  attempted  to  recall  their  de¬ 
luded  flock  to  the  bofom  of  the  mother 
church,  or  wifhed  to  remove  the  cloud  which 
the  artful  breath  of  conventional  preachers 
had  interpofed  before  their  eyes,  their  en¬ 
deavours  interefted  or  honeft,were  anfvvered 
byafimple  affirmative, moft  ungraciouflyut- 

f  *  •  r  ”  *'  %  X  r 

quires,  that  I  apprize  the  mufical  foreigner,  who  in  his  own 
country  was  permitted  to  play  the  notes  to  which  the 
emigrant  and  the  Republican  French  have  each  affixed 
fa  va,  or  <±a  ira>  of  the  dangerous  import  of  thefe  inde¬ 
terminate  words,  and  advife  him  to  read  Mr.  Muir  ® 
trial  for  their  judicial  interpretation.  If  his  fingers  or 
the  bow  fhould  produce  the  founds  of  the  Ci  hymn  of 
liberty”  a  true  royalift,  he  may  deteft,  abhor,  and  abjur- 
the  w  aux  armes ,  Citoyens”  of  the  republic ;  but  the 
judges  of  this  country  will  allow  him  the  free  ufe  of  the 
contre-hymn  ;  and  fhould  ary  officious  alarmift  hear  him 
repeat  “Louis  eft  dans  les  fersft  I  hope,  they  will  not  conr 
demn  him  to  the  punifhment  of  the  feditious, 
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terecL  From  the  holy  writ  they  feledted  fome 
favourite  palfage,fubverfive  of  human  liberty; 
they  extolled  the]  clemency  of  the  Caefars  of 
Vienna:  “  Render  to  Cadar  the  things  that 
are  Caefar's,"  might  in  their  interpretation, 
With  equal  propriety,  be  fubmitted  to  by  the 
Englifh,  The  violence  and  murder  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Imperial  foldiery,  was  a  ne- 
ceflary  feverity,  a  juft]  retribution  in  this 
life:  they  were  only  doing  “the  work  of 
their  mafter  and  the  peafant  was  paying 
his  “  tribute  to  the  powers,  that  are  of 
God/'  “  Is  it  not  true  “  Yes  !  they  fay  fo/* 
was  the  only  anfwer,  this  Angular  fophiftry 
obtained  from  a  poor  peafant. 

The  country  conquered  from  the  French 
is  fertile,  abounds  with  arable,  pafture,  and 
Woodlands.  Nature  has  lavished  her  moft 
favourite  gifts  upon  it,  and  a  numerous 
people  once  cultivated  it  for  themfelves* 
The  rapacity  of  the  foldiers  has  ftript  the 
village  houfes  of  their  furniture  ;  the  ax  and 
firebrand  have  compleated  the  general  ruin. 
The  bourgeois,  who  were  inclofed  in  the 
towns,  at  the  time  of  the  inveftment,  were 

furrendered 
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furrendered  to,  and  remain  fubjedts  of,  the 
Emperor ;  but  the  country  is  depopulated* 
In  traverfmg  the  conquefts  you  fcarcely  fee 
a  man  ;  the  young  have  retired  with  the 
patriots  :  the  old  and  the  women  remain  ; 
and  the  many  who  have  a  hufband,  a  fon,  or 
a  lover,  to  lament,  turning  their  eyes  to 
their  country,  figh,  “  la  pauvre  France/' 
The  fufferings  of  the  inhabitants  of  Va¬ 
lenciennes,  had  I  the  power  to  pourtray 
them,  form  a  pidhire,  which  makes  hu¬ 
manity  fhudder. — Our  infular  fituation  moft 
happily  keeps  at  a  difhmce  the  miferies  of 
war:  we  hear  tales  of  woe  with  little  emo¬ 
tion  ;  the  wretchednefs  of  thoufands  of  our 
fellow  creatures  does  not  prevent  us  from 
liftening  with  delufion  to,  the  fplendid,  tho' 
bloody,  meafures  of  our  rulers.  Had  a  few 
of  the  many  wars,  we  have  been  engaged 
in,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  century, 
been  carried  on  within  our  country,  an  Eng- 
lifhman  would  long  fince  have  defpifed  the 
crooked  policy  of  minifters:  the  fancied 
equilibrium  of  power  would  fcarcely  have 
broken  his  repofe.  If  his  valour  had  not 

Gs  been 
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been  emblazoned  on  the  fhield  of  fame, 
would  he  have  lived  lefs  happy  ?  If  his  fleep 
had  not  been  difturbed  by  the  importunate 
demands  of  the  tax-gatherer,  or  his  mind 
opprefled  by  the  incubus  of  the  national 
debt,  would  he  have  expired  through  ennui? 
If  he  had  not  fubfidized  the  Prince  of  Hefie* 
he  might  not  perhaps  have  felt  the  noble 
pleafure  of  a  benefactor  ;  or,  unconnected 
by  alliance  with  Ruffia,  he  would  not  have 
curfed  the  neutral  ingratitude  of  an  em- 
prefs :  but  he  would  not  have  been  the  dupe 
of  Europe. 

The  garrifon  had  given  the  ufe  of  the 
fouterrains  to  the  citizens:  not  more  than 
four  hundred  of  them  perifhed  by  the  bom¬ 
bardment. — Men,  women,  and  children,  of 
all  conditions,  were  promifcuoufly  crowded 
for  forty  days:  but  this  their  unfeeling 
enemy  denies  to  be  an  injury,  becaufe  it  is 
a  fruit  of  their  holy  Equality .  Many  conti¬ 
nued  there  all  that  time :  the  daring  fearch- 
ed  for  food  and  brought  it  to  the  timid. 
Sometimes  even  the  fecurity  of  the  fubter- 
ranean  channels  was  invaded ;  and  one  deadly 

bomb. 
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bomb,  entering  this  abode  of  fear,  killed  a 
father,  mother,  and  their  four  .children. 

“  L/air  nJy  etoit  pas  bon I  could  not  re- 
fufe  rav  belief:  and  when  the  trenches  re- 

j 

laxed  the  fury  of  the  bombardment,  they 
left  their  vaulted  prifons,  hoping  to  infpire  a 
lefs  infeCted  atmofphere.  But  here  the  col¬ 
lection  of  ordure,  arid  the  blood  of  cattle, 
killed  by  the  butchers,  or  by  the  more 
murderous  bombs,  ferved  little  to  the  ref- 
toration  of  their  health.  An  old  man  of 
feventy,  who  had  entered  the  town  with  his 
cattle,  related  to  me  the  principal  anecdotes 
of  the  fiege.  He  had  had  no  fleep  from  the 
moment  of  the  bombardment ;  and  his 
fenfes  were  ftupified  by  confinement:  he 
left  his  wretched  vault,  and  was  going  with 
his  grandfon  to  find  the  cooleft  place :  fome- 
thing,  which  he  humbled  over,  called  him 
to  his  recollection  ;  and  he  beheld  the  man¬ 
gled  corpfe  of  his  fon.  The  fame  day  he 
faw  a  bomb  of  the  largeft  diameter  untomb 
a  dead  body,  and  difperfe  its  limbs  in  the 
air.  -  . 

A  month  after  the  furrender  of  the  town, 
bodies  were  daily  found  in  the  ruins ;  a  few 

fallow 
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fallow  women  were  carrying  thefe  miferable 
victims  of  the  war  to  the  church  of  St. 
Saulve  without  the  town.  The  filth,  an 
in  fome  places  blood,  continued  in  the 
ftreets :  the  ftench  was  molt  offenfive  ;  and 
the  town  throughout  fo  unhealthy  that  the 
troops  of  the  garrifon  were  encamped  in 
fmall  numbers  beyond  each  gate,  and 
brought  in  daily  to  do  duty. 

The  condud't  of  the  Imperial  foldiery  in 
the  town,  and  under  the  immediate  con- 
troul  of  the  officers,  has  been  very  regu¬ 
lar  ;  any  complaints,  or  murmurs,  proceed, 
rather  from  the  national  hatred  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  than  from  mifcondudt  in  the 
troops:  Without  the  town,  when  the  fol- 
diers  had  rambled  a  few  miles  into  the  vil¬ 
lages,  they  have  given  fufficient  caufe  for 
complaints ;  nor  is  it  the  nature  of  man  to 
.  treat  with  kindnefs  thofe,  vou  efteem  vour 
fiaves.  But  the  Imperial  foldier  now  be¬ 
lieves,  at  leaft,  it  has  been  inculcated  upon 
him,  (and  the  difference  of  language,  and 
the  rigour  of  war,  ferve  not  to  deface  the 
impreffion)  that  the  Frenchmen  in  arms,  or 
the  French  peafant,  are  his  natural  enemies 

and 
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and  that  the  property  in  a  patriot's  pofief- 
fion  is  mod  lawfully  Caefar's. 

I  have  feen  three  foldiers  enter  into  a  ca¬ 
baret,  eat  and  drink :  one  demanded,  what 
there  was  to  pay,  and  putting  down  a  piece 
of  Caefar's  money,  affixed  his  own  value  to 
it.  When  our  hoft  hefitated,  they  all  in- 
lifted,  with  eyes  and  rage  that  forbad  a 
moment's  refledtion,  that  he  fhould  return 
fo  much  in  change.  Their  demands  were 
immediately  complied  with  ;  and  our  good 
man  condoled  himfelf  by  the  plaintive  ap¬ 
probation  of  his  patience, — “  O !  patience !" 

The  officers  have  in  general  been  pro¬ 
moted  from  the  ranks :  they  have  indeed 
the  brutal  endowment  of  courage,  and  prac¬ 
tice  has  made  them  perfedt  m  afters  of  the 
fubaltern  parts  of  war — the  man  of  military 
ftudy  and  knowledge  moft  furely  rifes  in  the 
Imperial  fervice;  but  for  his  elevation  he  is 
indebted  to  the  ignorance  of  his  brother  of¬ 
ficers  more  than  to  the  ftrength  of  his  own 
intellect. 

The  garrifon  of  Cond6  had  fuffered  under 
the  fell  gripe  of  famine ;  but  their  vigour 

\\  .  had 
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had  not  been  impaired  by  exceffive  fatigue : 
their  fpirits  were  unbroken,  and  they  an¬ 
swered  the  taunts  of  the  befiegers  with  firm- 
nefs  and  courage.  The  foldiers  in  Valen¬ 
ciennes  had  been  reduced  to  two-fifths  of 
the  original  complement :  fatigue,  and  the 
feverity  of  the  fervice,  had  enfeebled  the 
energy  of  their  minds:  and  every  attempt 
had  been  baffled  by  the  fuperior  numbers, 
or  valour,  or  difcipline,  of  the  befiegers. 
The  roaring  of  the  cannon,  or  the  burfting 
of  the  bombs,  had  wearied  the  mind  into 
a  ftate  of  torpor :  and  the  explofion  of  the 
balls  of  compreflion,*  terminated  the  power 
of  refinance.  By  the  capitulation  they  fhould 
have  marched  out  by  the  gate  of  Mons ; 
but  the  difaftrous  condition  of  that  quar¬ 
ter  prevented  them.  They  found,  however, 
an  open  paflage  by  the  gate  of  Cambray: 
in  their  dirty  garbs,  they  filently  proceeded 

*  The  reader  may  judge  alfo  of  their  violence  by  the 
vaft  excavations  they  have  made  in  their  burfting  :  they 
are  fimilar  in  appearance  to  an  inverted  cone  ;  or  if  I 
may  truft  the  relation  of  travellers,  they  bear  the  femblance 
of  the  interior  of  the  mouth  6**  a  volcano. 

through 
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through  the  ranks  of  the  Hungarian  grena- 
ders,  the  regiments  of  horfe,  and  through 
the  whole  flower  of  the  allied  armies,  drefled 
in  their  befi:  habits,  difplaying  all  the  pomp 
of  war,  and  infolence  of  victory :  their  taunts 
and  raillery,  their  “  ces  lacres  bougres-ces 
“  vilains  regicides/"  were  anfvvered  by  a 
mournful,  and  expreflive,  filence.  They 
grounded  their  arms  at  the  foot  of  Dam- 
pierre's  monument,  and  thefe  “  curfed  fel¬ 
lows/"  each  embracing  his  comrade,  there 
exclaimed,  “  Vive  la  Nation  !"" — The  colonel 
of  the  ci-devant  regiment  of  Dauphine  mu  ft 
be  excepted  from  the  general  filence : — his 
regiment  amounted,  including  himfelf,  to 
fifteen  men:  with  his  hat  in  hand,  and  pay¬ 
ing  his  honours,  he  ad  drefled  the  citizens, 
who  lined  the  ftreets,  and  the  colonels  of 
the  Auftrians  and  Britilh,  as  he  pafied  them, 
“  Vive  la  nation  l  voila  mon  regiment/" 
From  Mont  jouie  we  beheld  the  bombard¬ 
ment  of  Le  Quefnoy ;  the  fire  of  the  tren¬ 
ches,  and  of  the  garrifon  was  relaxed ;  but  at 
fix  o"clock  that  morning  the  fenfation  I  then 
compared  to  what  1  once  felt  in  continuing 

JJ  my 
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my  hand  upon  a  tube  gently  charged  with 
eleitric  matter.  The  bombardment  was 
furious,  and  the  refinance  terrible. 

AtBrouay  (a  fmall  village  between  Con¬ 
di  and  Valenciennes)  we  made  our  fojourn 
wh.i!l  v  evifited  thefe  piteous  fcenes:  our 
hoft  h  id  loft  every  thing  by  the  war,  that 
was  not  necefiary  tp  the  convenience  of  the 
Prince  of  Wirtemburgh.Hehad  made  this  his 
h  ad  quarto  d  during  }iis  refidence  here 
in  part  proteiled  the  fcanty  remnant  of  thp 
houfehold.  An  officer  in  the  fervice  of  Eng* 
land  promifed  to  conduit  us  through  the 
trenches  of  the  Auftrians  before  Le  Quef- 
noy,  and  to  the  camp  of  Csefar,  where  wp 
fhould  fee  the  clef  d' oeuvre  of  the  military 
art.  We  were  happy  to  embrace  this  oc- 
cafion  of  fatisfying  our  curiofity,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  a  man,  fo  capable  of  informing 
our  undifciplined  minds.  This  gentleman 
was  ailing  the  honourable  part  of  chief 
eonduilor  of  the  fpies  ;  and  a  letter,  which 
he  received  the  next  morning,  recalling  him 
to  Condi,  deprived  us  of  a  military  compa¬ 
nion.  Leaving  us  (5th  Sept.)  hefaid^  “  There 

will 
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will  be  bad  news/’  The  intelligence  from 
France  is  principally  procured  by  women,* 
and  no  lefs  than  twenty- three  were  in  thi3 
gentleman's  pay. 

His  averfion  from  the  principles  of  re- 
publicanifm,  or  fome  perfonal  hatred  to  the 
men,  who  reign  in  France,  prompted  him 
to  expeditions,  which  required  great  perfe- 
verance,  and  adroitnefs,  to  execute.  Good 
fortune  had,  however,  frequently  extri¬ 
cated  him.  He  had  been  prifoner  eleven 
days  at  the  camp  of  Caefar,  and  by  the  pi¬ 
ous  fraud  of  promifing  to  tranfmit  fecret 
information  to  Cuftine,  he  at  length  was 
difmilfed  with  the  liberal  earneft  of  fifty 
louis.  He  deceived  the  French  general :  and 
his  communications  were  dictated  by  Sir 
James  Murray. — The  fervices  he  has  ren¬ 
dered,  if  we  may  believe  his  afiertion,  have 

*  They  find  it  very  eafy  to  go  into  France:  their 
countrymen  receive  them  with  open  arms,  fuppofing  they 
are  flying  from  the  violence  and  oppreffion  of  the  allies. 
But  the  difficulty  of  efcaping  the  vigilance  of  the  French 
polls,  when  they  return,  is  inconceivable,  and  their  re¬ 
muneration  confequently  proportionate. 

H  a 
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been  very  great ;  and  the  rewards  he  has 
received  from  the  Englifh  purfe  have,  at 
laft  fatisfied  him. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  intelligence  the 
generals  of  the  allies  receive ;  however  ex¬ 
orbitant  the  expence  of  obtaining  it ;  zealous 
as  the  French  emigrants  are  in  the  re-eftab- 
lifhment  of  their  conditions;  the  republi¬ 
cans  furpafs  them  in  the  faith  and  juftnefs 
of  their  information.  How  they  obtain  it, 
remains  a  fecret,  and  moft  probably  will, 
'till  the  fortune  of  war,  or  the  firm  eftab- 
lifhment  of  the  republic  permit  many  to 
avow  their  fentiments,  who  now  wear  the 
mafque  of  royalifm.  The  patriot,  alTuming 
the  garb  and  forrow  of  an  emigrant,  infi- 
nuates  himfelf  into  their  ranks,  rifquing 
every  thing  to  ferve  his  nation :  but  his 
communications  muft  be  trivial,  fince  much 
confidence  is  not  repofed  in  any  of  that  un~ 
happy,  profcribed  clafs. 

In  Flanders,  priefts  are  the  moft  inquifi- 
tive  fpies,  and  are  little  fufpe61ed  ;  and 
though  their  exiftence  as  a  feparate  order, 
depends  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  it  is 

pofiible 
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potTible  to  find  fome  who  look  forward  to 
the  time,  when  they  may  join  fome  hap- 
lefs  nun  in  holy  wedlock. 

In  the  Bifhopric  of  Liege  many  of  thefe 
reverend  fathers  warmly  efpoufed  the  French 
caufe:  fome  thought  it  prudent  to  with¬ 
draw  into  France ;  others  remained  at  their 
cures,  till  the  bailiffs  of  his  cekejfime  altejfc 
conduced  them  to  prifon.  The  fanatic  bi¬ 
got  conceives  this  reign  of  philofophy  to  be 
the  time,  that  Satan  is  permitted  to  be  loofe 
upon  the  earth  ;  and  the  no  lefs  deluded 
religionift,  who  fayours  the  republican  caufe, 
experts  the  happy  thoufand  years,  when  he 
(hall  be  bound. 

I  fhall  forbear  to  fay  any  thing  of  the 
political  difpofition  of  the  people  of  Flan¬ 
ders  and  Brabant,  till  I  fhall  return  among 
them  again.  To  purfue  our  route  from 
Valenciennes  we  palled  by  Mens  to  Namur, 
and  through  Huy  and  Liege,  to  Spa  ;  as  I 
defigned  thefe  pages  for  a  fmall  repofitory 
of  the  fails  I  had  been  able  to  colleil,  and 
the  inclinations  of  the  people  we  vifited, 

I  fhall 
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I  {ball  not  arreft  the  attention  of  the  reader 
any  uninterefting  defcription  of  the 
fcenery  and  natural  beauties  of  the  Sambre, 
and  the  Medfe,  or  their  incircling  country, 
of  their  rocks  topped  with  wood,  and 
lined  with  vines,  or  of  the  fantaftic  fitua^ 
tion  of  the  chateaux,  or  the  furly  feverity  of 
the  monafteries. 

Near  Mons  we  pafled  the  villages  of  Qua- 
rignan  and  Gemappe  ;  we  mounted  not  the 
redoubtable  hill  behind  the  latter.  French¬ 
men  were  now  our  declared  enemies  ;  and 
though  we  could  not  furvey  the  fcene  with 
pleafure,  or  rejoice  in  the  triumph  of  li¬ 
berty,  we  lamented  the  thoufands  facrificed 
at  the  llirine  of  ambition. 

Huy,  like  moft  towns,  in  the  Bilhopric 
of  Liege,  is  noted  for  its  partiality  to  the 
French  caufe  ;  built  upon  both  Tides  of  the 
river,  it  is  joined  by  a  handfome  ftone 
bridge.  When  the  French  were  repulfed 
from  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  obliged  to  re¬ 
trace  their  fteps  into  France,  the  foldicrs, 
whfr  retreated  along  the  Meufe,  endea¬ 
voured  to  blow  up  the  bridge,  and  thereby 
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retard  the  operations  of  the  allies.  They 
made  a  large  excavation  in  one  of  the  piers 
of  the  middle  arch,  and  though  that  arch 
alone  was  incompletely  deftroyed,  the  ex- 
plofion  had  well  nigh  ruined  the  neighbour-^ 
mg  homes.  Some  enthuliaftic  cannoneers 
defended  this  bridge  with  one  cannon  for  a 
conliderable  time  :  the  Imperial  carabineers, 
who  had  crept  into  the  adjacent  buildings, 
and  under  the  bridge,  at  length  {hot  the 
lalt  man,  as  he  was  taking  up  the  match  to 
fire  off  his  piece. 

When  the  garrifon  of  Conde  was  marched 
through  tnis  town  under  a  firong  guard  of 
Auftrians,  in  their  way  to  Hungary,  the  peo¬ 
ple  went  out  to  meet  them,  converted  with 
them,  as  with  iriends  they  had  regained, 
gave  them  tlieir  beds  and  breakfafts  in  the 
morning  ;  and,  when  parting,  exprehed  their 
attachment  to  the  caufe. 

The  citizens  of  Liege  furpafs  their  coujn-r 
trymen  in  their  partiality  to  the  French. 
Thougn  their  city  laft  winter  was  the  prin- 
pipal  head  quarters  of  Dumourier,  and  con- 
fluently,  not  lightly  loaded  with  rhe  fol- 
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diery,  they  exprefs  no  diflike  of  democratic 
oppreiTion,  nor  was  their  bigotry  offended 
by  the  licentioufnefs  of  thefe  reformers. 
The  cathedral  ferved  four  hundred  horfes 

for  a  ftable  ;  and  another  church  was  con^ 

\ 

verted  into  the  flaughter-houfe  for  the  army. 
After  the  battle  of  Gemappe,  and  the  Au- 
ftrians  had  progreffively  retreated  to  Liege, 
clofely  purfued  by  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  French  army,  the  Liegois  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  hail  the  entry  of  the  French,  and 
with  mufic,  laughing,  dancing,  finging, 
fome  on  horfes,  more  on  foot,  went  out  to 
meet  them  before  the-Aufirians  had  evacu-* 
ated  the  town. 

The  churches  throughout  the  Bi{hoprict 
abforb  all  the  property  of  the  country  ; 
estates  are  in  general  held  by  payments  to 
fome  church  or  monaftery,  dr  hoiifes  of  the 
religieufes :  and  thefe  again  pay  a  chief  rent 
to  the  prince.  The  clergy  are  confequently 
indolent  and  numerous :  every  order  is 
found  here  :  all  join  to  opprefs  the  people; 
and  even  the  nobles  find  it  their  intereft  to 
break  the  fetters  of  the  church.  4  reform, 
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or  rather  a  revolution,  is  mod  devoutly  wifn- 
ed  for :  they  have  not  ftrength  alone  to  repel 
the  forces  of  Germany  ;  and  in  the  fuccefses 
of  the  French  republic,  they  expect  the 
eftablifhment  of  their  liberty,  and  the 
overthrow  of  ecclefiaftical  tyranny.  The 
numbers  of  emigrants  who  wander  through, 
or  refide  in  this  country,  contribute,  with 
thenearnefs  of  the  armies,  to  raife  the  price 
of  provifions,  and  increafe  the  general  dis¬ 
content  of  the  country.  “  C"eft  une  vilaine 
guerre/"  is  the  mod  common  mode  of  ex- 
preffing  their  difapprobation  of  the  prefent 
meafures.  The  clergy  mu  ft  naturally  Sup¬ 
port  the  combination  of  princes,  for  the 
good  order  of  things,  and  the  continuation 
of  the  holy  abufe  of  catholic  confidence  ; 
but  in  this  epifcopal  principality,  great 
numbers  have  moft  unaccountably  joined 
the  new  fyftem.  Many,  who  had  efpoufed 
the  levelling  party  with  inconfiderate  eager- 
nefs,  deemed  it  expedient  to  retire  into 
France  ;  and  above  twenty  priefts,  who 
dared  to  brave  the  ecclefiaftic  cenfures  of  the 
bifhop,  are  now  imprifoned  by  the  fecular 
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arm  of  the  Prince.  It  is  faid,  that  at  one 
monaftery  between  Huy  and  Liege  (and 
the  particular  one  was  pointed  out  to  me) 
that  the  French  officers  quartered  there 
thad  perfuaded  the  good  fathers,  that  life 
was  nothing,  deprived  of  the  fociety  of 
the  fair  ;  and  had  laughed  them  into  fo 
much  complaifance ,  that  they  were  permitted 
the  free  converfation  of  the  nuns  of  a  neighs 
bouring  convent.  True  or  falfe  I  cannot 
affert ;  but  the  auflere  abbot,  and  many  of 
his  fuppliant  fons,  have  fince  preferred  the 
poor,  but  manly,  condition  of  a  preacher, 
and  dependant  in  France,  to  the  luxurious 
jndolence  of  monaftic  fovereigns. 

That  the  church  is  too  rich,  is  the  gene-, 
ral  opinion ;  the  bigotted  Fleming  allows 
fhis  truth,  though  he  dreads  to  touch  the 
revenues  of  the  clergy,  left  he  fhould  fap 
the  fundamentals  of  religion  :  by  depriving 
religion  of  the  oftentation  of  worfhip,  and 
ftripping  the  images  of  their  falfe  and  me¬ 
retricious  ornaments,  he  might  depreciate 
the  dignity  of  the  prieft:  but  would  he  not 
improve  the  future  condition  of  the  people  f 

He 
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He  might  diminifh  much  of  the  devotional 
abfurdities  of  the  country:  but  he  would 
replace  them  by  the  more  virtuous  canonica 
of  morality.  The  fplendid  ornaments  of 
the  altars  tempted  the  reforming  hands  of 
the  Republicans:  the  Flemings  refilled  their 
rapacity ;  but  now  their  Imperial  mailer, 
with  the  Divine  permifiion  of  the  bifhops, 
melts  their  gold  and  filver  for  the  ufe  of 
his  army.  If  the  Fleming  fearches  the  page 
of  Papal  hillory,  he  will  find  that  their 
holinefles,  fometimes  lavifhed  the  treafures 
of  the  church  upon  the  partners  of  their 
tender  hours,  or  in  the  lefs  amiable  pur- 
fuits  of  their  caprice . 

The  people  of  the  bifhopnc  of  Liege 
have  eftablifhed  a  reputation  for  valour. 
The  Liegois  grenadier? r  ferving  with  the 
emigrants  in  the  lap  campaign,  merited  9 
and  obtained,  the  thanks  of  the  princes  and 
nobles  of  France:  and  their  condudl  at  the 
battle  of  Cette,  near  Sedan,  furpafied  all 
praife.  Several  gentlemen  have  been  rail¬ 
ing  independant  regiments  among  thefe 
brave  men.  Mr.  Ramfey  (an  Erjghfhman) 
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having  compleated  his  corps,  marched  them 
to  the  French  frontiers.  The  firft  piquet, 
confiding  of  a  ferjeant  and  twelve  men,  that 
.  were  fent  upon  duty,  went  over  delibe¬ 
rately  to  the  enemy ;  and  the  colonel  pre¬ 
fuming,  that  more  of  his  independant  Lie- 
gois  were  contaminated  by  the  fame  Ja¬ 
cobin  principles,  and  had  engaged  with 
him,  the  eafier  to  join  the  French,  thought 
it  prudent  to  withdraw  his  regiment  from 
the  advanced  pods. 

We  were  near  Liege  when  we  fird  heard 
of  the  furrender  of  Toulon:  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  infinuated,  that  the  Gazette  of 
their  country  had  frequently  deceived  them  ; 
but  the  Royalids,  and  the  Emigrants,  over¬ 
joyed  with  the  important  intelligence,  fan¬ 
cied  that  the  caufe  of  the  Jacobins  had  re¬ 
ceived  its  death  wound,  and  amufed  their 
fancy,  with  the  immediate  profpedt  of  re¬ 
turning  to  their  country.  They  univer- 
fally  praifed  the  magnanimous  dilintereiied- 
nefs  of  the  Britiih  nation ;  and  though  ma¬ 
ny  were  mod  unqualified  Royalids,  they 
hailed  the  glorious  redoration  of  a  li- 
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limited  monarchy,  and  the  happy  eftabliih- 
ment  of  their  rights,  as  declared  by  the 
conftitution  of  1789.  One  Emigrant,  who, 
having  been  prifoner  in  England  five  years 
during  the  war,  when  his  prefent  Majefty 
afcended  the  throne,  had  experienced  the 
unparalleled  generofity  of  our  countrymen, 
faid,  “  The  impreffion  he  then  received, 
would  be  coeval  with  his  exiftence.  But 
now  fays  he,  “  thoufands  fubfift  upon  the 
liberal  donations  of  individuals;  and  the 
active  part  your  government  has  taken,  to 
reft  ore  peace  and  good  order  to  my  de¬ 
tracted  country,  will  be  remembered  with 
gratitude  by  all  my  countrymen.  The 
French  nobility  will  hold  it  in  memory  for 
ever;  their  children,  and  their  childrens 
children.  — fie  Ipoke  it  with  a  fervor,  that 
declared  his  unhappy  fituation. 

1  he  churches  and  monaftaries  of  the 
Bifhopric  paid  vaft  fums  to  protect  them- 
felves  from  pillage;  but  their  molt  valuable 
moveables  were  transferred  to  Maftricht. 
The  gold  and  filver  of  Brabant,  whatever 
ferved  the  pomp  of  worfhip,  or  adminiftered 

to 
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to  the  luxury  or  vanity  of  individuals,  was 
there  alfo  repofed,  as  in  a  place  of  fecurity ; 
and  the  fury  of  the  bombardment  was  pro¬ 
portionate  to  the  vaftnefs  of  the  prize.  The 
wealth  there  depofited  was  immenfe  ;  and 
if  the  French  had  been  able  to  force  it,  or 
if  the  commandant  had  liftened  to  any  terms 
of  bribery,  they  would  have  found  fuffici- 
ent  for  the  pay  of  the  armies  for  a  long 
time.  i. , 

During  the  winter,  the  palaces  of  the 
bifhop  were  ranfacked,  his  furniture  fpoiled, 
and  every  appearance  of  armorial  bearings 
and  feignorial  privileges  utterly  erafed. 
All  thefe  are  now  replaced  with  the  mod 
fcrupulous  attention  ;  and  the  priefts,  by 
their  more  afliduous  exhortations  to  loyalty, 

remind  the  people  of  the  exiftence  of 

♦ 

their  fears.  . 

The  French  had  wintered,  to  the  number 
of  five  thoufand,  at  Spa;  the  Continental 
Gazettes  pourtrayed  its  miferies  in  lively  co¬ 
lours  ;  and  they  were  fo  creduloufly  believed* 
both  in  England  and  Holland,  that  very 
few  have  dared  to  vifit  it  this  year.  The 
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government  draws  fome  revenue  from  the 
follies  of  the  company ;  their  numbers  were 
fo  fmall,  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to 
contradict,  in  the  public  Gazettes,  what  they 
had  before  fo  induftrioufly  publifhed.  In 
the  appearance  of  the  town,  I  faw  nothing 
of  fire  or  devaluation:  by  the  converfa- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants,  I  could  find  no 
traces,  no  remembrance,  of  cruelties.  But, 
perhaps,  like  the  other  towns  of  Liege, 
they  may  wifh  to  conceal  the  excefles  of 
their  friends.  Thofe,  who  were  fufpeCted 
of  Jacobin  principles,  were  feverely  charged 
with  the  Auftrian  foldiery,  and  compelled 
to  give  them  food  and  drink  during  the 
few  days  they  ftaid  there. 

From  Spa  we  continued  our  journey  by 
the  abbey  of  Malmedy,  and  along  the  edges 
of  the  Bifhopric,  to  the  capital  of  Treves. 
The  country  we  palled  through  is  in  ge¬ 
neral  very  barren :  its  fituation  is  high,  and 
Its  atmofphere  cold :  it  is  interfered  by 
£mall  hills,  and  they  irregularly  traverfe  it 
ill  all  directions.  The  rivulets  that  take 

their 
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their  fource  here,  and  have  found  their 
courfe  along  the  different  ^orsres  or  vales, 

o  o  o  v  7 

among  the  hills,  varioufly  fall  into  the 
Meufe,  the  Mofelle,  or  the  Rhine.  The 
population  is  correfpondent  to  the  nature 
of  the  foil :  the  traveller  muft  here  expedt 
little  accommodations.  The  ambition  of 
kings  and  princes  has  involved  mankind  in 
many  deftrudtive  wars ;  their  incurfions  into 
the  neighbouring  country,  either  predatory, 
or  with  a  view  to  conqueR,  have  invariably 
ruined  the  peaceable  peafant,  and  brutalized 
his  heart:  and  by  the  ravage  of  war  they 
have  fomctimes  formed  a  barrier  more  for- 

f 

midable  by  its  waftes,  than  others  are  by 
their  fortified  cities.  If  you  confider  the 
negledted  ftate  of  agriculture,  or  the  rare- 
nefs  of  inhabitants  thefe  miferable  re¬ 

gions,  the  mind  fufpecis  that  the  ambition 
of  the  kings  of  France,  or  the  weak  policy 
of  the  emperors  and  princes  of  Germany, 
have  effected  this  ruin. 

The  ideas  of  military  men  are  always  re¬ 
curring  to  their  profellicn :  we  travelled 
over  thefe  houfelefs  domains  with  three 
'  '  J.  Emigrants? 


POLITICAL  FACTS,  &C.  65 

Emigrants;  and  they  all  laughing,  faid,  “  It 
would  be  a  poor  country  for  an  army  ;  they 
would  be  flawed/'  Thefe  Emigrants  were 
poor  ;  but  they  were  all  noble,  and  had  not 
forgot  their  antient  pride. They  were  haften- 
ing  to  join  the  army  of  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
and  were  flufhed  with  the  hope  of  imme¬ 
diately  returning  to  their  country,  Toulon 
was  taken ;  and  nothing  now  could  im¬ 
pede  the  career  of  the  allies.  But  thefe 
dreams  of  happinefs  were  embittered,  by  the 
apprehenfion  of  the  difmemberment  of 
Fr  ance ;  and  Conde  and  Valenciennes  ex¬ 
plained,  too  clearly,  the  motives  of  the 
Emperor.  They  converfed  with  all  the 
lightnefs  and  folly  of  their  order ;  formerly 
exempted  from  payments,  they  had  lived 
by  the  mifery  and  oppreffion  of  the  tc  ro- 
turiers nor  could  they  conceive,  that  man¬ 
kind  had  any  right  to  alter  their  condition, 
or  increafe  their  happinefs.  The  peafants, 
of  whom  we  enquired  the  road,  and  whofe 
afliftance  was  indifpenfibly  neceffary  in  this 
tracklefs  country,  were  invariably  addreffed 
by  Homme :  tliefe  men  were  not  defigned  to 
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alleviate  the  fufierings  of  poverty,  or  by  the 
gentlenefs  of  their  manners,  to  lighten  the 
burthen  of  oppreffion. 

The  republican  troops  did  not  reach  the 
territories  of  the  Elector  of  Treves  on  this 
fide;  rumour  had  magnified  their  ferocity; 
and  the  thunders  of  the  church  had  intimi¬ 
dated  the  women.  Their  apprehenfions  were 
general ;  and  their  children  were  frightened 
into  obedience,  by  the  name  of  Patrioter, 
as  the  children  of  France  had  once  been  by 
Malbrouk. — “  Will  you  go  with  me  into  my 
country?"  I  faid  to  a  child. — “  No !  you  have 
Patrioters  there,  have  you  not  ?"  Amongft 
the  men,  with  whom  we  converfed,  we 
found  very  different  fentiments  ;  “  C'eft  une 
vilaine  guerre/'  faid  one. — Faljh  man ,  fays 
another,  fpeaking  of  Dumourier  ; — thefe 
jnay  ferve  tp  Ihew  their  inclinations. 

Treves,  fituated  upon  the  fouthern  fide  of 
the  Mofelle,  and  fortified  only  by  a  wall 
and  round  towers,  is  commandedby  the  hills 
on  the  north  of  the  river.  A  peafant  ob- 
ferved  to  us,  that  tllp  patriot  guns  would 
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fdon  deftroy  the  town.  An  Auftrian  officer, 
of  enormous  rotundity,  and  very  tall,  was 
the  commandant  here.  The  flownefs  of  his 
intellect,  and  the  roughnefs  of  his  manners, 
anfwered  to  the  vaftnefs  of  his  body.  Mi¬ 
litary  etiquette  obliged  us  to  be  conduced 
to  the  Grande  Garde ;  and  thence  we  were 
ordered  to  the  head  quarters.  He  examined 
our  paffport  with  great  circumfpedlion,  and 
eyed  us  with  contempt.  At  length  he  pro¬ 
nounced  the  words  of  difmiffion — “C’eftbon 
— mettez  votre  c  hapeau and  we  left  the 
prefence  of  this  felf-exalted  man. 

We  hence  palled  by  the  river  to  Coblent  z. 
It  was  originally  my  intention  to  have  gone 
to  the  army  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  to  Frank¬ 
fort,  and  Mayence  :  but  I  was  difappointed, 
and  what  I  relate  of  them  is  from  infor¬ 
mation  only. 

Aik  the  peafants,  if  the  patriots  did 
much  mifchief ;  he  anfwers  you,  No! 
A  manfion-houfe,  or  a  park,  never  failed  to 
tempt  their  equalizing  hands  ;  and  the  pea¬ 
fants,  releafed  from  the  heavy  oppreffion  of 
their  feudal  maker,  joined  moft  willingly  to 
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feaft  on  liis  venifon.  The  Auftrian  foldier 
receives  double  pay  when  called  into  the 
field  ;  but  with  this,  he  cannot  live  without 
plunder.  The  Pruffian  receives  his  poor  al¬ 
lowance  of  two  pounds  of  bread,  and  three 
fous  a  day  ;  and  a  ration  (a  pound)  of  meat 
once  a  week.  If  he  is  paid  in  Pruffian 
money,  he  muft  lofe  by  its  want  of  intrin- 
lic  value  ;  or  compel  the  people  to  receive 
this  bale  coin  at  the  value  he  affixes  to  it. 
“  The  patrioters  paid  for  every  thing/' — 
exclaims  the  groaning  peafant. 

The  army  of  Pruffia  has  been  encamped 
both  at  Mayence  and  near  the  French  fron¬ 
tier,  among  a  people  attached  to  the  caufe 
of  their  enemies.  I  know  not,  that  the 
fubjefts  of  Deux  Ponts,  or  of  Lautern, 
were  more  opprefied  than  their  neighbours ; 
but  in  general  we  find,  that  the  defpotifm 
of  a  prince  is  more  grievous,  where  his  ter¬ 
ritories,  and  the  fphere  of  action,  arefmall. 
The  Elector  Palatine,  and  the  Duke  of 
Deux  Ponts,  would  have  maintained  a  neu¬ 
trality  in  this  war  of  opinions  ;  but  their 
contiguous  fituation,  or  the  threats  of  the 

Emperor 


POLITICAL  FACTS,  &C.  6g 

Emperor  and  King,  denied  them  the  liberty 
of  choice. 

His  Pruffian  Majefty  dreads  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  Jacobin  principles  ;  and  a  moil  effec¬ 
tual  method  he  has  adopted  to  deftroy  the 
feeds  of  this  unhappy  dodtrine,  and  to  con¬ 
vince  the  deluded  reafon  of  mankind.  The 
prerogative  of  a  King  is  univerfally  admit¬ 
ted  to  be  held  for  the  benefit,  and  to  en- 
creafe  the  happinefs  of  the  people  ;  but  the 
Kings  of  Pruffia  have  varioufly  oppreffed 
their  fubjedls,  or  their  neighbours,  by  the 
prevailing  paffions  of  ambition,  avarice,  or 
cruelty  ;  and  the  prefent  monarch  exercifes 
his  prerogative  with  the  accuftomed  cle¬ 
mency  and  juft  ice  of  his  predeceffors. 

Thofe  peafants  who  have  dared  to  ex- 
prefs  an  attachment  to  the  French  caufe,  or 
who  are  known  ever  to  have  filently  im¬ 
bibed  their  dodirines,  are  dragged  from 
their  families*  and  forced  to  work  in  the 
trenches,  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
If  thefe  unhappy  men  remonftrate,  “  They 
are  your  brothers/'  is  the  only  anfwer  they 
obtain.  One  village,  whofe  name  I  have 

forgot. 
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forgot 3  but  whofe  peafants  had  univerfally 
embraced  the  French  principles  in  theory 
only,  is  compelled,  man  and  child,  to  work, 
as  an  atonement  for  their  fins.  If  the  bul¬ 
lets  of  the  enemy  fhould  fpare  any  of  thefe 
unfortunate  vi£tims,  or  the  Pruffian  fabre, 
which  punifhes  their  negligence,  and  com¬ 
mands  their  labour,  fhould  leave  them  the 
power  of  thought,  the  fcenes  they  are  ac-4* 
cuftomed  to,  may  inftru6t  them  how  to  re¬ 
quite  thefe  good  men,  who,  whilft  they 
profefs  to  prote<5l  them  in  their  pcrfons  and 
their  fortunes,  eradicate  their  mental  errors, 
and  humanize  the  heart. 

We  are  informed,  that  thirty  French  pea¬ 
fants,  taken  in  arms,  repelling  the  invaders 
of  their  country,  were  obliged,  by  the  very 
gracious  orders  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Britnfwick,  to  run  the  gauntlet ; 
and  then  were  permitted  to  go  home,  to 
publifh  the  juftice  and  gentle  manners 
of  their  foi-difant  benefactors.  The  dif- 
cipline  of  the  Pruffian  army  has  almoft 
made  itfelf  proverbial  in  England  ;  and  this 
late  indance  of  mildnefshas  brought  to  my 
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recollection  an  a6i  of  feverity,  to  which  a 
travelling  companion  was  an  eye-witnefs. 
A  poor  foldier,  for  what  caufe  I  know  not, 
was  ordered  to  run  the  gauntlet  three  times 
through  his  regiment :  being  ftrong,  he 
was  able  to  perform  his  fentence  two  days, 
but  on  the  third  he  was  found  fo  mangled 
and  reduced,  that  he  had  not  fufficient 
power  to  walk :  he  was  then  tied  to  a  tree, 
and  each  foldier  palled  him.- — It  will  hardly 
be  neceflary  to  fay,  that  when  they  unloofed 
ropes,  he  was  found  dead. 

The  Pruifian  army  has  been  much  reduced 
by  the  mifconduct  of  the  laft  campaign,  by 
the  fiege  of  Mayence,  or  by  the  frequent 
and  murderous  attacks  the  French  have 
made  upon  them  in  Deux  Fonts.  Many 
regiments  can  mu  (ter  no  more  than  forty 
men  in  each  company,  whofe  original  com¬ 
plement  was  one  hundred.  Defertion  is 
very  general — few  remain,  who  have  not  a 
wife  in  the  camp,  or  a  wife  and  family  iu 
Prufiia . 

Some  flatter  themfelves,  that  thefe  re-r 
duced  regiments  will  yet  recover  the  ho¬ 
nour 
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nour  they  have  loft  :  they  may  have  great 
courage,  but  it  remains  to  be'  fhewn,  and 
the  enemy  holds  them  in  contempt.  At  the 
liege  of  Mayence,  the  French  made  forties 
upon  the  Pruthan  pofts  in  open  day ;  but 
upon  the  appearance  of  the  Auftrians  they 
mod  precipitately  retreated. 

The  Seigneurs  of  the  Palatinate  are  under 
continual  apprehenfions :  “  The  French  are 
preparing  in  vaft  numbers  to  force  the  Auf- 
trian  and  PrulTian  lines/'  fays  one  report ; 
“  They  have  forced  them/'  fays  another : 
and  when  General  Wurmfer  was  repulfed 
on  the  fide  of  Gemerfheim,  and  obliged  to 
retreat  for  near  four  miles,  all  the  lords  on 
the  weftern  banks  of  the  Rhine  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  depart  with  the  mod  valuable  of 
their  moveables.  The  French  had  been 
moft  cruelly  plundered,  and  they  dreaded 
the  implacability  of  their  refentment.  Fame 
magnifies  as  it  flies:  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Elefilorate  of  Treves  were  informed,  and 
believed,  that  the  Patrioters  were  again 
within  fix  leagues  of  Mayence  ;  and  the 

city 
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city  of  Frankfort  {till  fears  the  return  of 
the  enraged  French. 

At  Ccblentz,  we  prefented  ourfelves 
before  the  gate  of  the  caftle;  afid  after 
much  preparatory  ceremony,  the  two  En- 
glifhmen  were  permitted  to  afcend  to  the 
Grande  Garde.  Our  names  were  thence  tran- 
fmitted  to  the  commandant ;  but  not  till  after 
waiting  half  anhour,was  a  foldier  ordered  to 
attend  us.The  caftle,  fituated  on  a  high  rock* 
commands  the  river  and  the  town  ;  and  on 
three  fides  it  may  be  deemed  impra&icable* 
But  on  the  north  eaft  there  is  an  extenfive 
level;  and  it  is  there  indebted  for  its 
ftrength  to  art.  Perhaps  an  eminence,  on 
the  fouthern  fide,  divided  from  the  caftle  by 
a  deep  hollow,  might  ferve  to  bombard  it ; 
but  a  befieging  enemy  could  never  approach 
on  this  fide.:  The  fou terrains  here,  it  is 
faid,  are  very  extenfive ;  and  the  piety  of  the 
electors  has  dug  a  chapel  in  the  rdck,  for 
the  celebration  of  mafs,  during  a  bom¬ 
bardment.  Several  large  pieces  of  brafs  can¬ 
non  are  here  defpofited  ;  and  one  enormous 

L  culveri*i, 
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culverin,  that  carries  a  ball  of  one  hundred 
and  lixty  pounds,  was  dd'tined  for  the  liege 
of  Mayence,  had  the  Carmagnols  braved 
tiie  Pruffiah  fury  any  longer. 

*  The  inhabitants  of  Mayence,  who  fided 
with  the  French,  or  took  an  active  part 
againft  the  eledtoral  authority,  are  here  con¬ 
fined  ;  his  excellency  the  commandant  wa 
then  bulled  in  the  trial  of  one  of  them. 
Whether  he  is  a  native  of  Mayence,  or 
iome  Mentzer  lawyers  have  been  ordered  to 
adift  him,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law  of 
that  country,  we  could  not  learn.  We  have 

read  much  of  the  excefles  of  the  French  re- 

•* 

volutionary  tribunal;  but  I  have  not  yet 
heard,  that  they  have  condemned  the  fub- 
jedts  of  another  country,  for  crimes,  or 
treafon  committed  in  a  foreign,  fovereign, 
and  independant  Hate.  » 

A  French  gentleman,  who  had  incau- 
tioufly  gone  near  the  head  quarters  of  the 
'King  of  Pruflia  without  a  paffport,  is  im- 
prifoned  here,  and  will  probably  be  detain¬ 
ed  till  the  concliifion  of  the  war,  and  the 

I  a  exter- 
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extermination  of  the  armies,  and  citizens  of 
France. 

It  was  faid  of  the  people  of  Coblentz  (and 
indeed  Cuftine  confeffed  it  on  his  trial)  that 
they  offered  him  four  millions  of  florins,  if 
he  would  march  there  :  they  may  be  demo¬ 
cratically  inclined :  but  I  muft  confefs,  I  did 
not  lee  the  fmalleft  fymptom  of  the  diforder. 

i  he  prince  of  Heffe,  in  compliance  with 
the  willies  of  his  good  friend,  and  ally,  the 
king  of  England,  and  perhaps  with  forne 
portion  of  felf-intereft,  has  entered  mod 
decidedly  into  the  war ;  he  might  wifh  to 
fpare  his  revenues ;  but  the  blood  of  his 
fubjedts  is  purchafed  by  an  ample  fubfrdy. 
He  has  fent  all  his  old  forces,  whom  the 
campaigns  in  America  had  fpared,  as  well 
as  his  new  levies  completed  with  halte  and 
violence.  We  pity  the  delufion  of  French¬ 
men,  or  we  decry  that  compulfive  law,  that 
orders  all  men  ftpm  eighteen  to  twenty-five 
years  of  age  to  march  to  the  frontiers  to 
repel  an  invading  enemy  ;  but  we  do  not 
refledt,  perhaps  many  do  not  know, 
that  Britifh  money  drags  the  peafants 

La  of 
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of  the  Landgraviate  of  HefTe  from  their 
houfes  and  families,  and  compels  them  to 
ferve  a  government  no  ways  conne&ed  with 
their  interefts.  The  town  of  Hanau,  once 
the  property  of  its  counts,  fince  united  to 
the  principality  of  Hefle,  enjoys  diftinft 
and  particular  privileges,  and  alone  is  ex¬ 
empted  from  the  compulfive  levies  of  their 
prince.  El  11  where  in  his  dominions  the 
peafant  may  bewail  the  prodigality  of 
Heaven,  and  curfe  the  fortune  that  lavifhed 
on  him  a  military  ftature.* 

But  when  the  Heflian  is  under  the  orders 
of  the  Brhilh  general,  his  condition  is  not 
improved.  The  fix-pence  which  our  nation 
allows  to  its  native  and  fubfidiary  Soldiers  is 
retained  by  his  prince  ;  and  the  toil  and 
fweat  of  the  foldiers,  is  rewarded  by  the  dai¬ 
ly  pittance,  of  which  even  the  avarice  of  their 

*  The  Swifs  pearwt  ’s  '  ompelled  to  enroll  himfelf  in 
a  national  militia :  he  is  generally  exercife  o  a  Sunday, 
and  mufl  hold  himfelf  ready  to  refill  the  efforts  of  an  inT 
vading  enemy.  But  his  peace  has  been  fecured  by  th 
prudent  adminiftrations  of  the  cantons,  and  his  courage 
confined  in  its  exertions  to  the  fervice  of  his  country. 

V  »•  4  K  /*  v  ' 
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German  mailer  begrudges  them.  They 
have  murmured  and  modeftly  demanded  the 
extravagant  pay  of  their  Englilh  mailers  ; 
but  timely  punifhment,  and  the  application 
of  the  fabre  to  their  Ihoulders,  have  filenced 
this  firfl  appearance  of  fedition.  His  re  * 
monftrances  being  ufelefs,  and  his  pay  fmall, 
the  Heffian  foldier  prolongs  his  exiftence, 
by  the  pillage  he  indifcriminately  takes  from 
friend  and  foe.  The  population  of  the 
Landgrave's  territories  is  highly  eftimated 
at  four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand ;  but 
with  this  fmall  number  of  ftibjetSls,  he  has 
contrived  to  levy  an  army  of  feventy  thou¬ 
fand  men.* 

But  I  mull  not  fele<5t  one  prince  from  the 
myriads  of  Germany :  unfortunately  for 
their  fubjedts,  they  are  all  leized,  lets  or 

*  Some  of  the  new  levies  are  fo  boyifli,  that  the  Eng- 
Jifh  commifiary  who  received  them,  doubted  whether  he 
fhould  not  fend  back  at  once  five  thoufand  of  them.  If 
the  population  of  our  country  is  eight  millions,  we  feel 
the  oppreffive  weight,  that  even  a  militia  of  little  more 
than  hirty  thoufand  men  occafions  to  our  manufacturing 
poor. 
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more,  with  the  military  mania,  and  the 
peafants  compelled  to  fervice.  Even  in  times 
of  peace  their  numbers  generally  exceed  the 
power  of  the  country,  or  the  hofteft  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  princes.  The  immenfe  levies 
that  have  been  made  in  the  hereditary 
Auftrian  ftates  are  alfo  com  pul  five  :  the  re¬ 
cruiting  officers  know  no  law,  but  the  law 
of  the  fword — no  order,  but  iliat  which  is 
maintained  by  the  terror  of  their  mufquets. 
Of  the  ninety  thoufand  ordered  to  be  raifed, 
the  city  of  Vienna  alone  nmft  produce  eight 
thoufand  men  ;  but  this  has  occafioncd  fome 
remonltrances  on  the  fubject.  ' 

The  Imperial  towns,  who  crcduloufly  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  poffefs  great  privileges,  per¬ 
mit  the  recruiters  of  the  different  princes* 
to  exercife  their  abominable  adroitnefs  within 
their  walls.  “  Drink! — drink  V  forms  their 
firft  approach :  much  lefs  acquielcence  than 
in  England  inlilts  the  ignorant  ritftic. 
Foreigners  of  every  defer iption  are  molt 
eagerly  acepted  in  their  ranks.  This  is 
called  a  war  for  our  liberties :  the  reader 
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may  fee  the  liberties  of  the  principalities  of 
Germany. 

The  French  prifoners  of  war,  who  are 
confined  in  almoft  every  fortified  town  of 
Flanders,  or  are  pafiing  along  in  their  road 

-  *  *•  *■  .  ;  ;  t 

to  Hungary,  preferve  the  gaiety,  of  their 
country,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Turly 
filent  Auftrian.  The  national  guards  *  do 
not  receive  the  little  attention,  that  is  paid 
to  the  foldiers  of  the  line ;  they  are  fuppofed 
to  be,  as  they  are,  volunteers  in  the  war ; 
and  as  filch  their  treatment  is  harlher. 
“  We  are  of  the  national  guards,  but  we 
were  forced  to  ferve/'  they  generally  fay; 
and  this  fometimes  fecures  them  from  infult. 
Thus  our  unnatural  prejudices  favour  the 
foldier,  who  makes  war,  and  murder,  a 

•  i  •  1  « 

trade ;  but  we  punifh  the  man,  who  takes 
arms  in  defence  of  his  country.  The 
allies  affeft  to  defpife  their  enemy,  becaufe 
they  are  not  cloathed,  as  a  regular  foldier  ; 
many,  who  are  taken  in  a  pair  of  breeches, 
and  a  fhirt  only,  muft  in  this  (lender  garb 
"endure  the  rigour  of  a  German  winter. — 
Their  allowance  of  food  will  fcarcely  fupply 

the 
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the  lightnefs  of  their  covering  ;  a  pound  of  , 
bread  is  their  daily  provifion,  and  water 
their  only  beverage.  The  prisoners,  who 
were  taker*  by  the  Duke  of  York,  will,  t 
make  no  doubt,  be  fed  with  Englifh  liber¬ 
ality.  Many  of  them  are  boys,  both  in 
appearance,  and  in  age;  but  they  have 
ferved  their  couotery,  as  men  ;  and  “  When 
we  return/'  fay  many,  “  we  will  ferve  the 
nation  again/'  Valenciennes  was  defended 
by  numbers  of  thefe  boys.  If  taken  pri- 
foners,  they  {kip  and  jump  along,  under  the 
guard  of  the  fteady-paced  Auftrians;  and 

_  *  '  -f 

they  affeft  not  to  feel  the  mifery  of  their 
condition.  The  huge  and  phlegmatic  Hun¬ 
garian  grenadier  looks  down  upon  their 
follies  with  .contempt ;  he  defpifes  them,  be- 
caufe  the  fmall-bodied  patriots  dare  not  meet 
tjie  ftrength  of  their  adverfary  at  the  point 
of  a  bayonet ;  but  their  cannon  have 
neither  refpeftedhis  huge  form,  nor  grim 
vifage.  V  J  . 

Of  the  political  difpofition  of  Cologne,  I 
know  little ;  the  laft  year  it  was  faid,  that 
democracy  had  made  very  confiderable  pro- 

grefs 


POLITICAL  FACTS,  &C.  8l 

•  r  .  ►  f  V  tf. 

grefs  there-  The  commerce  of  the  town  is 
engroffed  by  the  Dutch ;  and  the  attention 
of  the  clergy  to  their  own  interefts  a  {lifts 
not  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people. 
The  ftreets  are  crowded  with  beggars, 
among  whom  you  may  fee  the  indolent 
dignitary  of  the  church,  flowly  moving 
through  the  ftreets  in  a  gaudy  carriage, 
preceded  by  a  running  footman. 

We  have  heard  that  the  Turks  wore  the 
bones  of  Scanderberg  ;  they  had  often  felt 
the  force  of  his  valour  in  the  field,  and  ad¬ 
miring  courage,  even  in  an  enemy,  they 
afterwards  carried  them  as  a  talifmam 
We  here  met  with  one  man  whofe  inveteracy 
againft  the  French,  had  not  ended  in  death: 
he  drew  from  his  bofom  the  bone  of  a  Pa- 
trioter,  and  wilhed  to  Heaven,  that  every 
Frenchmen  was  aslifelefs. 

We  afterwards  met  a  gentleman,  near  the 
Hague,  carrying  an  enormous  orange 
cockade,  whofe  fears  had  fo  magnified  the 
ferocity  of  the  patriots,  that  he  fuppofed 
even  the  principles  of  freedom  were  fubver- 
five  of  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind, 

M  “Was 
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“  Was  I  in  a  boat/"  (and  he  faid  it  in 
French,  Englifh  and  Dutch),  “  with  one  of 
thefe  damned  villains,  I  would  either  kill 
or  be  killed— drown  him  or  he  fliould  me.” 

From  Cologne  we  palfed  by  Venlo,  Nim- 
meguen  and  Utrecht,  to  Amfterdam  ;  we 
had  at  once  flitted  from  the  buftle,  and  pre¬ 
parations  of  war,  to  the  quiet  of  peace— from 
the  poor,  noify  and  indolent  regions  of  the 
Catholic  church,  to  the  filent,and  induftrious 
follower  of  Calvin.  The  frequency  of 
tolls  made  us  remark,  that  it  was  dear  to 
travel;  “Yes!  you  are  now  in  Holland,” 
was  the  anfwer  we  received  from  a  poor 
German. 

A  detachment  of  the  Republican  armies 
had  taken  fort  St.Michael,  by  a  coup  de  main , 
and  thence  began  the  bombardment  of 
Venlo;  but  the  general  difcomfiture  of  the 
French  advanced  troops  along  the  banks  of 
the  Roer,  arid  the  near  approach  of  the 
Pruflians,  and  Hanoverians,  on  the  fide  of 
Gelders,  occafioned  the  immediate  abandon¬ 
ment  of  the  fiege.  We  were  engaged  in 

con- 
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contemplating  fome  of  the  ravages  cf  war 
— had  fpoken  fometh'ng  of  the  deftru&ive 
effects  of  bombs,  when  our  attention  was 
called  to  a  more  beautiful  object. 

“La  voila!  regardez  cette  belle  gorge: 
elle  merite  plus  d’attention,  que  les  des- 
aftres  de  guerre.”  “O!  que  oui! — vous 
dvez  raifon." — “  Elle  eft  charmante — quelle 

poitrine !”  “  Oui !  et  fes  grandes - ! — 

elles  vous  font  furvenues — mais,  croyez-moi 
— elles  ne  font  que  des  bombes,  que  les  Pa- 
triotes  en leur  folatrerie  ont  faites  venir  la.  * 

The  war  though  undertaken  by  fome  of 
the  allies  for  their  fupport,  and  however  the 
ftates  may  think  themfelves  bound  to  con¬ 
tinue  it,  is  very  unpopular  among  the  mer¬ 
chants,  and  people,  of  Holland.  TheDu.ch 
burgefs  is  more  difcontented  with  it,  than 

*  I  (hould  not  have  obtruded  this  anecdo  euponthenotice 
of  the  reader,  but  it  is  in  fome  part  connected  with  the 
military  ;  and  being  the  obfervation  of  a  foldier,  who, 
having  ferved  the  campaign,  and  wounded,  may  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  exercife  his  military  pleafantries  in  the  lefs  danger¬ 
ous  warfare  of  words.  It  fbews  how  men  (and  he  inva¬ 
riably  did)  refer  every  appearance  cf  art  or  of  nature  to 
fomething  of  their  mode  of  life. 

.  M  2  the 
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the  foldier  ;  and  though  the  feven  united 
provinces  contribute  very  little,  compara¬ 
tively,  to  the  expence  of  h  e  campaign, 
they  find  the  amount  of  their  expenditure 
to  exceed  five  millions  fterling ;  and  of  this 
the  province  of  Holland  bears  three  fourths. 
The  method  the  ftates  general  have  adopted 
to  raife  this  money,  will  not  alfift  to  filence 
the  difcontented.  In  France  each  man  mull 
produce  upon  cath  an  account  of  his  pro¬ 
perty,  and  pay  his  proportion  to  the  ex¬ 
igencies  of  the  nation.  This  arbitrary  law 
has  been  condemned,  with  many  others,  as 
moft  unjuft  and  violent ;  and  which  none 
but  a  mad  Convention  durft  have  attempted. 
Yet  the  peaceable,  and  gentle  government 
of  the  Dutch  compels  each  individual  to 
give  in  an  eftimate  of  his  property,  real 
and  perfonal,  and  pay  two  per  cent . 
upon  his  capital.  The  province  of  HoD 
land  is  certainly  the  richeft  ;  but  why  fhould 
it  pay  fo  much  greater  proportion  of  the 
expence  of  the  war?  The  other  provinces, 
poor,  already  murmur  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed, 
were  they  equally  burthened,  they  would 

not 
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not  long  pay  their  quota.  ?ome  of  them 
have  already  remonftrated  ;  and  the  light— 
nefs  of  their  burthens  alone  prevents  them 
fpeaking  aloud.  Holland,  more  within  the 
vortex  of  the  Stadtholders  court,  and  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  ftates  general,  isfilent;  but 
not  lefs  difcontented*-  Their  trade  is  half 
ruined  :  their  (hips  laid  up  in  the  harbours ; 
and  many  date  the  commencement  of  their 
ruin  from  what  they  call  the  felfiih  inter¬ 
ference  of  England  in  1787. 

In  England  the  fupport  of  the  great  fa¬ 
milies  is  purchafed  by  the  gift  of  lucrative 
offices  in  the  ftate,  or  by  the  provifion  they 
can  make  for  their  children  in  the  army  or 
navy :  but  in  Holland  this  mode  of  feeding 
the  hungry  or  bribing  the  difeontented,  is 
anticipated  by  the  numerous  Germans  or 
Prufiians,  that  flutter  around  the  two  prin- 
ceffes,  eager  to  iupply  a  vacancy  themfelves, 
or  to  call  more  of  their  needy  families  from 
their  native  fandy  heaths.  The  mercantile 
intereft  of  the  country  is  difregarded ;  and 
the  native  Hollander  every  day  reads  a  woe¬ 
ful  leffon  on  the  fatality  of  foreign  alliance. 

But 


86 


POLITICAL  FACTS,  &C. 


Put  he  dares  not  complain:  his  ineffectual 
efforts  have  been  once  repelled  by  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  Pruffia ;  and  all  the  allies  would 
now  join  in  exterminating  the  anarchifts,  or 
dividing  the  fpoil. 

The  fucceiles  of  the  French  againft  the 
Englifh  and  the  Dutch,  did  not  fan  to  raife 
dufpicions  and  appreheniions  among  our 
Batavian  friends.  They  obferved,  that  the 
arms  of  Cobourg  had  been  invariably  vi6to^ 
rious  ;  that  both  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  had 
been  repulfed  by  theFrench  with  great  lofs. 
— What  does  it  mean  ? — Some  country  peo¬ 
ple  apprehended,  and  affed  me,  if  I  did  not 
believe  that  the  Emperor  and  the  French 
had  confpired  to  ruin  them. 

The  fubjects  of  Holland,  on  the  South  of 
the  Meufe,  who  have  felt  the  mifery  de¬ 
pendant  upon  an  army  encamped  among 
them,  and  who,  unavoidably,  have  fuffered 
under  the  weight  of  their  numbers,  univer- 
fally  apologize  for  the  temporary  acts  of 
oppreffion,  or  the  cruelties  perpetrated 
by  the  patriots.  “  The  native  French  (fay 
they)  were  honeft,"  and  though  fans-cu- 
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lottes,  “  they  were  rich,  peaceable,  and 
brave/'  Juftly,  or  unjuftly,  I  know  not ; 
but  every  violence,  every  murder,  all  pillage, 
is  attributed  to  the  Batavian  leg’on,  which 
the  peafants  fay,  was  compofed  of  outlaws 
from  their  country,  or  the  mod  villainous 
of  Brabant.  “The  people  of  this  nation 
are  favourers  cf  the  French  caufe  ;  believe 
me,"  faid  a  Mynheer,  who  apprehended  the 
ruin  of  his  country  from  the  prevalence  of 
their  principles,  “  that  nine  in  ten  are  Jaco¬ 
bins. 

Dumourier  fixed  his  head  quarters  at 
Great  Sundert.  The  capitulation  of  Breda, 
if  we  may  believe  the  aflertions  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  was  not  owing  to  the  corruption 
of  the  commandant,  but  to  the  melt  ah  To¬ 
lu  te  want  of  provifions  and  ammunition  to 
endure  a  fiege.  If  there  was  any  corrup¬ 
tion,  it  muft  have  exifted  in  fome  of  the 
fervants  of  the  executive  power  ;  but  the 
unfortunate  Byland  is  made  the  fcape-goat 
of  their  iniquities. 

I  re-entered  Flanders  by  the  fide  of  Ant¬ 
werp 
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werp ;  and  throngh  Ghent  and  Bruges^ 
once  again  to  the  French  frontier.’ 

On  the  road  I  met  a  number  of  wounded 
Dutch  Officers,  whom  they  were  conduc¬ 
ing  into  Holland.  Several  baggage-carts 
and  led-horfes,  whofe  matters  had  been 
killed  near  Menin,  were  alfo  returning. 
One  Gentleman  was  laid  upon  a  bed  in  a 
large  coach  ;  he  was  wounded  in  feveral 
places,  and  the  lofs  of  blood  had  aim  oft  de¬ 
prived  him  of  every  animal  fun&ion.  The 
coach  had  flopped  at  St.  Nicolas,  and  his 
fervant  was  feeding  him  with  bread  and 
milk  boiled  ;  with  one  hand  he  put  the  fpoon 
to  his  lips,  and  with  a  finger  of  the  other 
affifted  him  to  clofe  his  mouth.  His  face  was 
deadly  white — and  a  handkerchief,  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  he  twice  attempted  to  raife 
to  his  mouth,  but  he  could  not. — I  need  not 
fay  he  was  the  pity  of  all  who  furrounded  his 
carriage. 

The  opening  of  the  Scheldt,  or  the  defire 
of  liberty,  had  attached  the  Anverfois  to  the 
French  caufe.  The  fubfidies,  which  the  Em¬ 
peror  had  commanded,  were  immediately 
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ratified  by  the  city  of  Louvain,  and,  with 
fmall  oppofition,  by  BruiTels :  but  the  city 
of  Antwerp  has,  hitherto,  refitted  the  Impe¬ 
rial  commands,  and  two  fubfidies  remain 
now  unattended  to.  They  openly  exprefs 
their  inclination  to  the  French :  and  in  a 
coffee-houfe  I  heard  fomeof  the  citizens  pub- 

licy  decry  the  necelfity  of* - ,  and  that  they 

exifted  folely  by  the  depravity  of  mankind. 

The  fpjendour,  and  riches,  of  the  churches, 
a  numerous  clergy,  and  the  continual  noife  of 
bells  and  chimes,  ferve  only  to  awaken  them 
from  their  religious  lethargy,  and  to  make 
them  envious  of  their,  comparatively,  happy 
neighbours,,  the  Dutch.  In  viewing  the  ca¬ 
thedral,  I  inquired  the  defign  of  a  painting  ; 

- — “  'Twas  the  baptifm  of  Conftantine/'  “  I 
hate  him,  he  was  cruel."  “  Yes,  it  is  true^ 
but  he  was  an  Emperor" — he  fneeringly  re¬ 
plied — “  and  is  it  not  an  excufe  ?" 

Here  alfo  every  evening  at  fix  is  celebrated 
a  commination  of  the  French;  it  is  chanted 
by  little  girls— I  attended  the  fervice,  but  if 
we  eftimate  the  political  principles  of  the 
town  by  the  fmallnefs  of  the  congregation, 
and  take  it  as  a  further  proof  of  their  fenti- 
^  N  ments* 
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merits,  the  holy  mother  church  can  number 
few  Anverfois  on  its  fide*— Befides  the  little 
chanters  and  one  prieft,  three  old  men,  and 
four  old  women,  compofed  this  momentous 
congregation,  ahem  bled  for  a  national  benefit. 

Thofe  people  of  Flanders,  and  Brabant, 
who  are  not  fwayed  by  their  bigotry,  or  their 
dread  of  the  church,  finding,  that'  it  is  imr 
pofiible  to  procure  any  degree  of  liberty 
from  thecondefcsnfion  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
mod  anxioufly  wait  the  return  of  the  French^ 
**  l  had  one  hundred  and  twelve  foldiers, 
quartered  upon  me  laft  winter,  and  ftiould 
the  patriots  return,  I  will  give  them  to  eat5 
and  drink,  mod  willingly/'  faid  a  poor  man 
near  Ghent. — “  But  they  will  ruin  you/* 
— “i  would  fooner  be  ruined  by  the  friends  of 
liberty,  than  by  the  Imperialifts." 

The  power  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  is 
fhll  great,  but  the  money,  which  the  fiMl 
V  1  have 

*  L?hiver  pa  fie  je  logois  chez  moi  cent  et  douze  folr 

dats,  et  fi  les  patriotes  retournerpient,  je  leur  donnerai  Q 
manger  et  a  boire  tres-yolont!er.,>  cc  mais  cependapt  iis 
mangeront  et  boirqnt  tput  votre  argent  ?5>  c5eft  vrai--  mais 
les  Francois  be^ucoup  mieux  que  les  Imperiaux— 
les  amis  de  la  Liberte  que  les  foldats  (Pun  Tyr^nP* 
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ve  furnifhed  to  the  Emperor  for  the  pro- 
fecution  of  this  juft  and  holy  war,  has  much 
weakened  the  hands  of  the  priefts  ;  and  the 
privileges,  and  exemptions  of  the  clergy,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  the  continental  nobility, 
lofe  fupporters  every  day. 

The  laft  winter  the  Brabantine  Patriots 
were  divided  :  fome  wilhed  to  be  united  to 
the  French  Republic  ;  others  thought,  that 
an  independent  ftate,  wherein  the  nobles,  and 
the  clergy,  might  ftill  enjoy  their  exemp¬ 
tions,  vyould  better  fuit  the  defires,  and  pre¬ 
judices,  of  their  countrymen. — The  clergy 
magnified  the  lofles  of  the  churches,  and 
prophefied  the  utter  ruin  of  Religion. — 
“  We  would  all  have  fought,  and  died  for 
them/"  fay  many  peafants  “  but  they  in- 
fulted  the  clergy 

The  Brabantine  clergy  were  always  treated 
with  the  moft  fubmilfive  refpeft  by  thefe  fu- 
perftitious  people:  they  were  gods,  rather 
than  the  fervants  of  God:  and  when  the 
French  boldly  dared  to  treat  them  as  their 
equals,  or  cockade  the  facred  images  of  the 
faints,  the  peafants  trembling  expected  that 
the  immediate  vengeance  of  Heaven  w  ould 

fall 
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fall  on  thefe  impious  reformers.  His  red 
right  arm  has  not  yet  fwept  them  from  the 
earth :  the  caufe  remains  inexplicable  ;  but 
the  Brabantine  bigots  already  fufpeft  the  fal¬ 
lacies  of  the  priefthood,  and  that  their  exemp¬ 
tions  and  monaftic  privileges  fhould  befacri- 
ficed  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

Thofe  patriots,  who  had  efpoufed  the  par¬ 
ty  of  the  clergy,  and  nobility,  and  who  were 
not  allowed  a  refuge  in  France,  refumed, 
with  the  return  of  the  Imperial  armies,  the 
peaceable  garb,  and  demeanour  of  citizens. 
The  calm  is  delufive  :  a  general  action,  fuc- 
cefsful  to  the  French,  or  their  return  among 
them,  will  again  call  thefe  hot  fpirits  into 
action :  they  are  confcious  that  to  obtain  li¬ 
berty  they  mull  embrace,  unqualifiedly,  all  the 
wild  notions,  and  errors  of  their  neighbours^ 

I  had  before  leen  fome  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  allied  armies ;  and  having  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  going  down  to  the  fron¬ 
tier,  where  the  French  had  been  after  the 
retreat  of  the  Duke  of  York,  to  Dixmuy- 
den  and  Torout,  I  directed  my  march  from 
Bruges  to  Furnes.  Part  of  the  road  had 
been  traverfed  by  the  Dutch  troops  in 

their 
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their  flight  from  Menin.  The  peafants  ex- 
ercifed  their  powers  of  raillery  upon  the 
courageous  Hollander:  “  Slow  to  battle, 
quick  to  fly/' — I  mentioned  to  them  an  Eng- 
lifh  proverb,  “  He  that  fights  and  runs  away, 
may  live  to  fight  another  day — “Yes !  it  if 
very  true  of  the  Hollander,  but  the  Englifh 
retreated  like  foldiers/' 

From  Dixmuyden  to  Nieuport,  a  broad? 
and  deep,  canal  interfefts  the  country  ;  final! 
parties  of  Heflians  were  ftationed  upon  it ; 
and  atSchorbac,  where  the  pave  from  Furnes 
to  Oftend  pafles  the  canal,  was  a  guard  of  a 
battalion. — The  name  of  an  Englishman  is, 
in  general,  a  fufficient  paflport  among  the 
allies  ;  but  here  my  paffe  was  examined,  and 
I  was  clofely  interrogated. — My  anfwer 
proved  Satisfactory  to  the  officer  on  guard ; 
he  acknowledged  the  adventurous  difpofition 
of  an  Englishman  ;  but  thought  it  an  unac¬ 
countable  caprice,  that  led  me  fo  near  the 
polls  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  country,  the  French  had  cleared  the 
houfes  of  every  thing  portable  ;  the  cabarets 
had  fupplied  them  with  liquor,  and  beer ; 
and  the  drinking  utenfils  they  moft  modeftly 

conveyed 
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conveyed  along  with  them  to  their  country  ; 
but  nothing  of  the  peafants  on  that  fide  was 
burnt. 

Furnes,  when  I  was  there  before,  was 
all  buftle :  ammunition  and  forage  were 
palling  continually  to  the  army,  and  the 
Grande  Place  was  crowded  with  troopers 
arriving  and  departing.  Artillery,  mufquetry, 
and  the  colours  taken  from  the  enemy,  were 
dif played  with  military  oftentation  ;  and  the 
different  orders  of  the  clergy  were  furveying 
with  prieftly  dignity,  but  with  moil  evident 
pleafure,  the  preparations  for  war,  and  tro¬ 
phies  of  victory.  Now  the  clergy  had  flunk 
into  their  houfes  ;  a  dead  filence  pervaded 
every  ftreet:  many  had  fled  from  the  ex¬ 
pected  violence,  fearing,  that  the  Carmagnols 
would  revenge  their  lofles  upon  the  perfons 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ill-fated  bourg. 
The  French  luckily  entered  the  town*  zvith- 
'  out 

*  The  peafants  of  the  frontiers  have  diftinguifhed  the 
feifcing  of  a  village,  or  the  taking  quiet  pofleflion  of  it,  by 
the  very  lignificant  terms, cc  avec  rage”  “fans  rage when 
they  apply  the  former,  they  have  experienced,  or  they  ex- 
pe&  every  infult,  and  a£t  of  brutality,  which  a  vidtoriou* 
foldicry,  enraged  by  refiftance,  and  entering  the  village 
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out  rage ,  and  the  people  were  pvotefted  in 
their  perfons,  if  not  in  their  fortunes.  The 
cellars  of  the  merchants  were  ranfacked ;  and 
the  proprietor  obliged  to  affift  in  the  iemo- 
val  of  his  own  goods.  The  corn,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  hay  were  removed  to  Dunkirk  ; 
and  all  the  town  was  fummoned  to  load  them 
in  their,  or  in  the  neighboring  peafants, 
carriages.  Amidft  the  recital  of  this  general 
calamity,  I  heard  a  voice  fay,  “  Mais 
Francois  font  des  braves  gens/1  *  Why?*' 
I  was  anfwered,  ((  Becaufe  they  did  not 
murder/' — Such  is  the  mifery  of  war 
The  Inn-keeper,  at  the  Maifon  de  Ville,  fpecu- 
lating  upon  the  expe6ted  fuccefs  of  the  Eng- 
lift,  had  furnifted  his  cellar  with  five  hun¬ 
dred  dozen  of  wine  :  it  was  all  taken.  They 
afked  him  its  value  in  livres,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  divifion  offered  him  the  amount  in 

upon  the  backs  of  the  enemy,  and  with  fixed  bayonets, 
too  frequently  commit  :  by  the  latter,  they  exprefs  the 
peaceable  marching  into  a  poft  and  they  dread  nothing  to 
their  perfons .  If  a  peafant  has  two  Tons,  he  frequently 
detaches  them  to  both  parties  ;  one  enters  with  the  Impe<*» 
rialifts  :  the  other  with  the  patrioters  ;  and  they  fometime$> 
can  prevent  the  entire  ruin  of  their  father. 

affignats, 
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aingnats.— The  man  refufed  the  paper,  and 
loft  all.  But,  perhaps,  fome  Trait erous  Cor- 
refpondence  Bill,  hanging  over  his  head, 
might  have  prohibited  him  indemnifying 
himfelf.  '  *  >  ;  & 

■  ( Many  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  fled  on 
the  retreat  of  the  army,  returned  to  Furnes 
before  the  French  evacuated  it,  and  were 
permitted  to  enter,  after  explaining  their 
reafons  for  flight,  which  they  attributed,  in 
politenefs  to  their  then  mafters,  to  the  dread 
of  a  general  pillage  by  the  Heffians.  A 
bourgeois  had  told  us  that  the  Frenchmen 
were  brave  becaufe  they  had  not  murdered ; 
and  a  good  father,  whom  my  companion* 
knew,  and  whom  we  vifited  in  his  monas¬ 
tery,  in  order  to  procure  a  bed,  fpoke  alfo 
in  praife  of  the  Republicans  :  “  This  time/' 
faid  he,  “  the  patriots  behaved  well;  they 
“  did  not  infult  us. — Before,  they  obliged 
“  us  to  dance  with  women,  in  the  market- 

u  place,  to  the  tune  of  9a  ira  and  la  Car* 

;  '  "  magnol. 

*  A  French  Emigrant,  whom  I  met  two  years  before 
In  Germany  :  he  had  made  the  campaign  with  the  prin¬ 
ces  ;  and  having  expended  all,  was  obliged  for  fubfiftence 
to  engage  in  the  Legion  of  Chartres,  and  fervice  of  Eng» 

land.. 


political  facts,  &c. 


97 


1  tnagnol.  We  dreaded  every  thing  from 
“  them ;  but  this  time  they  were  brave/'' 

At  Nieuport,  the  foldiers  had  been  at  their 
polls  all  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  October  ; 
they  had  received  intelligence  that  the 
French  intended  to  land  from  their  gun¬ 
boats.  A  very  thick  fog  the  next  day  pre¬ 
vented  them  beholding  their  enemy  ap¬ 
proach  ;  but  their  fears  and  appreheiifions 
had  embodied  fome  appearances  in  the  at- 
mofphere  into  the  battalions  of  France; 
and  they  were  waiting  the  moment  of  at- 
ack  from  thefe  aerial  armies.  The  news 
reached  Oftend :  every  thing  was  in  alarm  ; 
ft  rangers  were  fufpedled  for  fpies,  and  a 
general  fearch  took  place  after  them.  The 
general  was  at  his  poft ;  and  in  the  morning 
a  fleet  of  merchant  fhips  were  magnified 
into  feveral  veffels  of  the  line,  with  the 
neceflary  tranfports. 

The  people  of  Oftend  are,  perhaps,  af¬ 
ter  Louvain,  more  generally  attached  to  the 
caufe  of  the  Emperor,  than  any  of  the 

land. — 'The  numbers  of  the  Emigrants,  Andrians,  and 
Hefiians  rhen  at  Furmes,  he  edimated  at  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  ;  and  that  they  made  their  patroles  with  ffve  hua^ 
dred  men. 
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other  cities  of  Flanders ;  but  there  hill  exifts 
a  confiderable  party  favourable  to  the 
French,  and  whofe  adfivity  much  exceeds 
that  of  the  Imperialifts. — The  difcomfiture 
of  the  covering  army  of  Marfhal  Frey  tag, 
and  the  fubfequent  retreat  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  were  conveyed  to  them  two  hours 
before  it  was  known  by  the  Imperial  party. 
Several  merchants,  who  wifhed  to  enter 
France  on  fome  commercial  {’peculations, 
were  immediately  apprized  of  the  defeats 
by  fome  of  thefe  jacobins,  and  informed  of 
the  moft  practicable  route  of  entering  the 
republic.  Travellers  are  frequently  ha- 
railed  by  the  lufpicions  of  the  command^ 
ants  ;  but  they  take  not  the  leaf!  notice  of 
the  mercantile  houfes,  wiio  actually  tranf- 
rail  intelligence  to  the  French — a  fa<5i,  which 
they  are  noc  at  all  anxious  to  conceal. 

The  inhabitants  muft  be  fummoned 
to  bear  arms,  Ihould  the  French  attack  the 
town this  was  the  general  converfation 
upon  the  fuppofed  appearance  of  the  French : 
but  many  Scribed  the  general's  not  adopt¬ 
ing  the  meafure,  to  the  dread  of  publiih- 
ing  the  numbers  of  the  oppofite  party. 
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After  having  travelled  fo  many  miles 
along  the  French  frontiers,  after  having  faid 
fo  much  of  the  miferies  of  the  peafants,  t 
will  be  expected  that  I  fay  fomething  of  the 
thoufands  who  have  already  fallen  in  this 
bloody  war.  The  French  generally  lofe 
more  men  than  the  allies ;  great  number 
are  taken  prisoners  by  reafon  of  their  fiery 
enthufiafm,  or  of  their  want  of  difcipline. 
We  hear  in  our  Gazettes  and  papers  of 
thoufands  killed  on  each  fide  in  a  general 
battle,  or  in  the  attack  of  a  poft ;  but  not 
a  word  is  mentioned  (indeed  it  is  impoflible) 
of  the  hourly  fiaughter  among  the  patroles. 
At  the  battle  near  Pirmafens,  the  deifrudlion 
in  the  allied  army  was  immenfe.  One  hun¬ 
dred  waggons  of  wounded  were  fent  into 
the  interior  of  Germany,  and  of  thefe  eighty 
in  one  line  paflfed  by  the  quarters  of  the 
Earl  of  Yarmouth.  I  cannot  omit  to  men- 


'  *  After  the  lafl  attack  which  the  French  made  on  the 

Auftrian  polls  near  Maubeuge,  no  lefs  a  number  than  cue 
hundred  and  fifty  waggons  of  wounded,  it  is  faid,  palled 

through  Mons. 
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tion  an  aft  of  benevolence  of  that  noble 
lord,  feldom  to  be  found  araidft  the  cruel¬ 
ties  of  war.  A  patrioter,  wounded  in  four 
places,  ftript,  and  left  for  dead,  was  ordered 
to  be  condufted  to  the  hofpital,  and  was 
cloathed  at  his  expence.  They  generally 
thruft  from  twenty  to  thirty  into  a  cart. 
The  numbers  of  killed  and  wounded  are 
not  known  even  to  their  fellow-foldiers.  I 
inquired  of  many  ;  fome  did  not  know ; 
others  did  not  care. — “  Believe  me,  that 
once,  but  not  in  the  prefent  war/'  faid  an 
Auflrian  officer,  “  1  had  twenty  killed  in 
my  company,  and  the  public  Gazette  men¬ 
tioned  one  wounded  only :  no  more,  I  affure 

you  y 

The  miferies  of  our  own  foldiers  at 
Oftend  and  Bruges  were  extreme :  their 
wounds  were  long  undrefled,  and  they  were 
wandering  about,  fearching  an  habitation  in 
that  forlorn  condition.  Perhaps  nothing 
in  the  hiftory  of  human  wretchednefs  equals 
the  mifery  the  Pruffians  fuffered  the  laft 
campaign,  in  their  retreat  from  France. 
Many  wounded,  who  had  been  forced  into 
the  carts,  were  thro  mi  out,  and  replaced  by 

thofe 
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thofe  whofe  wounds  were  not  deemed  fo 
dangerous  ;  and  thefe  were  then  left  to  their 
fate,  or  to  the  clemency  of  the  plundered 
peafantry.  The  defponding  minds  of  the 
Emigrants  could  not  be  relieved,  even 
by  the  hope  of  being  made  prifoners ; 
and  fome,  embracing  as  brothers,  precipi¬ 
tated  themfelves  into  the  Meufe,  and  there 
terminated  their  exiftence. 

The  phlegmatic  Auftrian  marches  to 
battle  with  his  pipe  in  his  mouth ;  and  the 
Heilian,  unconcerned  admidft  the  carnage 
around  him,  lays  down  his  gun,  and  folaces 
his  feelings  with  a  pinch  of  fnuff. — But  the 
Frenchman,  more  volatile,  advances  to 
battle,  making  the  air  refound  with  the  noife 
of  the  cannon,  the  {hours  of  liberty,  and 
his  favourite  air  of  Marfeilles :  Sometimes, 
when  he  is  within  the  reach  of  themufquetry, 
his  pace  is  quickened  by  the  rapid  notes  of 
$a  ira  or  la  Carmagnole — He  deals  death 
around  him  with  a  noify  fury  :  “  Avancez 
done,”  and  “  facres  bougres, — tuez  les 

trai- 
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traitres/'  precedes  the  death,  both  of  the 
emigrant,  and  of  the  allied  foldier. 

When  the  French,  in  the  conclufion  of  the 
Jaft  campaign,  invaded  the  ele6forate  of 
Treves,  under  the  orders  of  General  Bour- 
nonville,  they  difplayed  feats  of  the  mod  un¬ 
daunted  courage;  but  the  latenefs  of  the 
feafon,  the  inexpertnefs  of  the  commander, 
or  the  undifciplined  ftate  of  the  army,  pre¬ 
vented  their  progrefs.  General  Dalton, 
whofe  unhappy  fate  we  lament  before  the 
walls  of  Dunkirk,  commanded  the  Imperial 
-forces  in  that  quarter;  and  though  his  troops 
were  finally  victorious,  he  frequently  ex¬ 
tolled  the  wild  enthufiafm,  and  martial  fongs* 
of  his  enemy,  and  attefied  the  invincibility 
of  the  Republicans,  had  they  been  well 
conducted.  But  their  courage,  not  only 
there,  but  through  the  whole  extent  of 
frontier,  has  been  rendered  ufelefs,  by 
their  own  unbridled  fury,  or  by  the  coolr 
undiverted,  difcipline  of  the  Auftrian  and 
German  allies.  Indeed,  it  is  admitted, 
throughout  the  combined,  armies,  that  they 
u  fight  hard/'  The  Auftrians  advance  upon 

'  them. 
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them,  fire  in  platoons,  feign  aretrreat,  or  a 
flight ;  and  when  the  Carmagnols  come 
furioufly  down  upon  them,  they  open,  let 
loofe  a  mafqued  battery,  and  then  frequent¬ 
ly  rufh  upon  their  broken  ranks  with  fixed 
bayonets .  But  they,  often,  by  their  num¬ 
ber,  refift  the  fuperiority  of  difcipline. — 
Near  Pirmafens,  all  the  inhabitants  of  a 
neighbouring  municipality,  to  the  number 
of  eight  thoufand,  feme  armed  with  muf- 
quets,  others  with  fabres,  pitch-forks,  &c. 
refitted  a  whole  day  the  difciplined  efforts  of 
two  Pruffian  regiments  ;  and,  though  finally 
repulfed  with  dreadful  lofs,  they  made  the 
vidtors  feel  the  energies  of  a  deluded  en- 
thufiafm. 

It  would  not  be  improper  to  fubjoin  a 
Ihort  ftatement  of  the  ftrength  of  the 
French  frontier  ;  and  as  I  have  in  this  and  a 
former  journey  patted  along  the  whole  of  it, 
I  hope  the  reader  will  excufe  the  few  follow¬ 
ing  pages. 

Nothing  can  prefent  a  lefs  penetrable 
frontier,  than  Italy  or  than  France,  if  you 

wn- 
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confirm  by  treaty,  what  is  ravifhed  frorquthe 
King  of  Sardinia,  by  the  force  of  arms. 
The  vaft  and  eternal  fnows  of  the  Alps 
forbid  an  invading  enemy  to  enter  by  any 
other  than  the  ufuai  roads:  thefe,  made  with 
incredible  labour,  are  eafily  broken  up,  and 
may  be  defended  by  a  very  few  of  the  native 
mountaineers,  if  they  are  perfuaded,  as  the 
Swifs  once  were,  that  they  fight  for  the 
caufe  of  liberty. 

The  county  of  Nice,  divided  from  France 
by  the  little  river  Var,  but  Separated  from  the 
principality  of  Piemont,  and  the  body  of  Italy, 
by  the  vaft  maritime  Alps,  is  now  occupied 
by  the  Republican  troops.  The  adjoining 
department  bears  the  name  of  the  principal 
river  of  Nice,  and  both  people  fpeak  a  Pa¬ 
tois,  little  different.  The  dread  of  the 
vidfors,  or  their  own  inclinations,  made 
them  folicit  an  union  with  the  Republic ; 
but  if  it  was  an  union  of  choice,  they  muft 
remain  for  ever  united  ;  and  their  moun¬ 
tains  will  form  a  barrier,  impervious  as  the 
Alps  of  Dauphin-6  or  Savoy. 

That  part  of  the  province  of  Dauphin^, 

called 
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called  now  the  departments  of  the  High,  and 
the  Low  Alps,  is  every  where  mountainous 
and  rugged.  The  bloody  and  cruel  dif- 
afters,  which  have  befallen  the  armies  of 
the  Kings  of  France  in  the  plains  of  the 
Milanefe,  on  the  heights,  or  in  the  vallies 
of  the  Alps,  from  the  armies  of  the  Em¬ 
perors,  or  from  the  individual  efforts  of  the 
Alpine  peafants,  fhould  warn  the  French 
troops  of  the  dangers  of  paffing  the  moun¬ 
tains.  If  the  Republicans  do  not  defpife  the 
misfortunes  of  monarchs,  or  too  fondly  de* 
pend  upon  the  attachment  of  the  people  of 
the  country,  they  will  profit  by  thefe  cala^ 
mitous  lefions  :  and  if  the  Generals  of  the 
King  of  Sardinia  liften  to  the  advice  of 
hiftory,  they  will  neither  attempt  to  per¬ 
form  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz* 
nor  take  poifelfion,  in  the  name  of  Louis,  of 
the  province  of  Dauphine. 

< 

If  all  the  troops  of  Italy  were  colle6led, 
and  Ihould  they  be  then  able  to  force  al^ 
the  defiles/they  can  only  occupy  the  val¬ 
lies,  and  mud  fubjeft  themfelves  to  conti¬ 
nual  furprizes  from  the  mountains.  But  if 
"  ^  F  their 
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their  troops  are  only  fufficient  to  force  one 

* 

pafs,  and  thence  to  march  in  one  body5 
they  will  inevitably  be  cut  off  by  the  troops 
of  the  country,  who  will  fooil  line  the 
mountains  and  the  valleys  in  their  rear.  To 
exemplify  the  general  remark,  I  will  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  Sardinian  troops,  ordered  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  Toulon,  having  pafied  the 
mountains,  fhould  proceed  along  the  Du¬ 
rance  (for  it  is  impoffible  to  penetrate  by 
Nice,  where  the  French  are  fo  numerous) 
they  will  every  moment  be  oppofed  in  the 
narrow  parts  of  the  valley,  and  their  retreat 
inevitably  cut  off  by  the  Republican  troops, 
who  from  the  fide  of  Grenoble  will  eafily 
enter  the  invaded  valley,  both  at  Gap  and 
Briangon  ;  and  the  invaders  may  t hemf elves 
be  obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

The  invaders  will  here  alfo  find  a  peo¬ 
ple  more  attached  to  liberty,  and  more  en¬ 
lightened,  than  the  other  parts  of  France, 
who  will  fcarcely  be  perfuaded  that  the  ra¬ 
vages  of  war  are  a6ts  of  benevolence,  or 
that  by  the  profcription  of  the  cottagers, 
and  the  elevation  of  the  few,  the  foreign 

powers 
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powers  eftablifh  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
and  promote  the  eafe  and  comforts  of  dcr 
meftic  life.  Their  mountains,  if  not  the 
Alps  of  Savoy,  are  high  and  rugged,  fome- 
times  woody,  frequently  interrupted  by  im- 
menfe  ravines,  and  always  have  been  inha¬ 
bited  by  a  brave  and  numerous  peafantry. 
The  valleys,  if  not  always  narrow,  are  in¬ 
terfered  by  the  waters,  which,  precipitated 
from  tire  mountain  heights,  either  cut  them- 
felves  a  deep  bed,  or  roll,  tremendous  and 
broken,  over  the  rocky  flrata. 

Throughout  the  province  of  Dauphin^, 
its  mountains,  or  its  rivers  form  at  every 
mile  a  natural  fortification;  but  the  good 
will  alone  of  the  people  of  the  country  can 
make  it  eafy  to  conquer,  eafy  to  defend  ; 
and  in  the  prefent  war  the  Dauphinois, 
blindly  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  have  fent  vaft  numbers  of  the  “  en¬ 
rages”  to  the  armies,  or  enrolled  in  the  na¬ 
tional  guards  at  home,  protect  their  native 
mountains,  and  jealoufly  watch  the  fufpi- 
cious  fteps  of  ftrangers. 

P  2 
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Savoy  was  divided  from  France  in  part 
by  an  artificial  line  of  demarcation,  and  by 
the  deep,  rapid,  and  noify  {Ream  of  the 
Rhone.  The  French  language  had  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  frontiers  along  all  the  val- 
lies  of  the  mountains,  to  the  habitable 
heights  of  the  Alps.  The  arts  of  govern¬ 
ment  employed  to  excite  national  antipathies 
had  in  part  prevailed :  the  Frenchmen  on 
this  fide  fufpecled,  and  bad  the  traveller 
beware  of  the  difhoneffy  of  the  poor  Sa¬ 
voyard  ;  and  he  in  his  turn  retorted  fimi- 
lar  fufpi cions  on  the  French.  But  their 
oppreffions  had  been  alike:  the  Savoyard 
felt  the  intolerable  weight  of  feudal  fer- 
vices ;  and  neither  the  exemptions  of  the 
nobility,  nor  the  rapacity  of  the  church, 
alleviated  his  mifery.  He  was  poor,  and. 
he  referred  the  caufe  to  the  abfence  of  the 
court ;  he  blefied  thofe  happy  times  when 
the  Dukes  lived  among  their  people ;  and 
filentlv  curfed  thofe  immenfe  Alps,  which 
feparated  him  from  the  riches  and  profu- 
fion  of  Piemont,  or  from  the  benignant 
fmiles  of  his  mafter.  Calling  his  eyes 

\veftward, 
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weftward,  he  beheld  men  who  fpoke  the 
fame  language,  who  feemed  to  live  happier, 
who  had  thrown  off  the  grievous  oppreffion 
of  their  feudal  lords;  and  his  prejudices 
did  not  prevent  him  receiving  the  kifs  of 
fraternity,  which  they  offered.  Savoy  was 
over-run  by  the  French  troops  ;  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  eagerly  joined  in  popular  focieties, 
and  have  fince  requefted,  and  obtained, 
among  the  divifions  of  the  Republic,  the 
name  of  the  department  of  Mont  Blanc. 
The  Sardinian  troops  re-entered  it  this 
year  ;  puffed  the  moft  difficult  defiles  a- 
mong  the  mountains,  and  penetrated  along 
the  Arve  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Gene¬ 
va:  they  have  fince  been  repuifed  by  the 
fuperior  forces  of  the  French,  or  by  the 
mafs  of  the  department  i  or,  perhaps,  their 
precipitate  retreat  acrofs  the  mountains 
might  be  preconcerted  by  the  policy  of 
their  King.  It  is  poffible  he  might  prefer 
the  generous  triendfhip  of  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  liberal  annual  fubfidy  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  the  bafe  ingra¬ 
titude 

i  1  v 
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titude  of  his  people,  or  the  lefs  valuable 
revenues  of  his  ancient  patrimony. 

From  Fort  la  Clufe,  near  Geneva,  to 
TIuningue,  near  Bade,  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine,  the  fpace  is  principally  occupied 
by  the  large  tradt  of  country,  known  in 
the  time  of  the  monarchy  by  the  name 
of  Franche  Compte,  fince  divided  into  the 
departments  of  Jura,  and  of  Doubs.  The 
entry  into  France  is  here  defended  by 
the  long  ran^e  of  mountains,  called  the 
Jura,  and  by  its  fortified  towns,  which  pre- 
fent  themfelves  at  every  acceffible  point. — 
But  the  peaceable  resolutions  of  the  Swifs, 
and  their  armed  neutrality,  make  it  unne- 
ceflary  to  obferve  any  thing  upon  this  fron¬ 
tier.  The  mountains  which  branch  from  the 
Jura,  invariably  run  north  and  fouth;  and 
$n  invading  enemy,  who  might  wifh  to  pe¬ 
netrate  to  the  guilty  capital,  mu  ft  alternately 
traverfe  the  bleak  and  barren  hills  of  this 
frontier,  or  be  fcorched  bya  burning  fun,  in 
the  clofe  and  narrow  vallies. 

Alsace,  now  diftributed  into  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  High  and  the  Low  Rhine,  be¬ 
ing 

^  i 
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ing  the  theatre  of  war,  demands  more 
attention.  I  have  twice  travelled  it,  and  I 
wifh  I  had  the  power  to  fatisfy  the  curiofity 
of  my  reader.  He  will  know,  that  it  is 
feparated  from  the  empire  of  Germany  by 
a  large,  deep  river,  through  an  extent  of 
more  than  one  hundred  miles  ;  and  the 
mountains  of  the  weftern  fide  divide  it 
from  the  great  body  of  France.  It  may 
be,  and  indeed  the  forces  of  the  empire 
have,  penetrated  on  the  fide  of  Landau; 
but  they  mull  befiege  cities,  upon  which 
the  great  Vauban  has  exhaufted  all  his  art. 
If  Landau  and  Strafbourg  fhould  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  allies,  they  may  march 
fouthward  to  Schleftadt,  Colmar3  and  Nieu 
Brifac ;  but  will  inevitably  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  armies  of  France,  who,  entrenched 
amongft  the  mountains  of  the  Vofges,  will 
be  able  to  vary  their  points  of  attack  at 
their  pleafure.  As  they  proceed  along  the 
tongue  of  land  between  the  river  and  the 
mountains,  they  muft  leave  vafi:  bodies  of 
troops  to  repel  the  lateral  incurfions  of  the 
French,  and  therebv  weaken  the  force  of 

their 
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their  advancing  columns.  Their  progrefs, 

all  England  knows,  has  been  long  impeded 
by  the  lines  of  Weiflembourgh ;  and  the  re¬ 
ports  of  cruelties,  true  or  falfe,  will  increafe 
the  mafs  of  their  enemies.  The  Alfatians 
fpeak  the  fame  language  as  the  German 
foldiers ;  but  they  cannot  believe,  that  the 
feverities  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  or  the  jufiice 
of  an  army,  will  promote  their  temporal 
welfare.  The  numbers  of  the  men  of  this 
province,  who  marched  under  the  orders 
of  Cuftine  into  Germany,  were  very  fatal 
to  the  interefts  of  the  Princes :  they  affifted 
the  Germans  in  the  formation  of  popular 
focieties  ;  and  their  harangues  contributed 
not  a  little  to  what  the  French  term  V eclair* 
cijfement  of  the  public  mind.  Many  of  the 
national  guards,  though  in  the  ranks,  and 
burthened  with  the  title  of  fans-culottes, 
were  men  of  refpebtable  fituations  in  life, 
and  whofe  former  avocations  had  obliged 
them  to  ftudy  ;  and  though  bufied  in  the 
ufe  of  arms,  they  did  not  forget  to  propa-^ 
orate  the  truth  of  their  doblrines,  or  the 
enthufiafm  of  their  fallacies. — How  far  they 

have 
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have  fucceeded,  the  inclinations  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  peasantry,  the  number  of  the  clubbifts 
now  confined,  and  the  reduced  ranks  of  the 
Pruffians,  may  ferve  to  explain  to  the  doubt¬ 
ing  mind,  But  let  the  vifionary  projedtor 

believe,  that  the  allied  army  will  be  able,  in 
two  or  three  campaigns,  to  eiTedt  the  re- 
dubtion  of  Alface,  and  pofiefs  the  whole  of 
a  ruined  country,  and  a  difcontented  pea¬ 
santry,  he  will  find  that  it  tends  not  in  the 
leaft  to  reduce  the  vafi  and  compreffed 
body  of  France.  Their  progrefs  towards 
the  capital,  or  to  the  heart  of  Frenchmen, 
will  not  be  accelerated ;  they  mu' ft  then  at¬ 
tack  the  pafies  of  the  mountains;  and  having 

carried  them,  with  an  uneftjmated  lofs  of 

/  / 

men,  They  may  exhauft  the  courage  of 
their  vidlorious  troops  in  the  wide  extent  of 
Lorraine;  and  again  ftain  with  blood  the 
waters  off  the  Mofelle  and  the  Meufe. 

From  Bitche  to  Charlemont,  a  fpace  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  the  frontier 
has  been  defended  this  year  by  the  armies, 
which  the  military  of  France  diftinguifh  by 
the  names  of  the  armies  of  the  Mofelle  and 

9.  1  '  the 
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the  Ardennes.  The  one  has  frequently 
penetrated  into  Luxemburgh,  but  only  in 
predatory  iacurfions;  the  other  ftill  preferves 
its  pofiticn  in  part  of  Deux-ponts,  and  has 
hitherto,  on  the  banks  of  the  Sar,  difputed 
the  entrance  of  the  allies.  Over  this  line  of 
frontier  the  King  of  Prufiia  marched  for 
Paris,  to  take  his  6<  moft  mighty  vengeance 
on  that  guilty  City/'  Longwy  and  Verdun 
were  given  up  to  his  victorious  troops ;  but 
though  they  vere  fupported  by  numer¬ 
ous  regiments  of  Auftrians  and  Heffians,  his 
victories  were  at  once  obfcured  in  the  forefts 
of  Argonne,  by  fome  undifciplined  enthu- 
fiafls,  whom  they  affeCted  to  defpife ;  and 
he  quickly  retraced  his  Heps  into  Germany. 
But  all  thefe  marches  and  counter-marches, 
with  the  manifefioes  of  the  Duke  of  BrunK 
wick,  we  mutt  leaye  to  the  inveftigation  of 
future  hiftorjans. 

If  the  allies  in  any  part  of  this  frontier 
fhould  diffipate  the  armies  of  France,  they 
mult  then  lay  nege  to  Metz,  Thionville, 
Longwy  and  Verdun;  they  mult  neither 
forget  the  hills  and  difficulties  of  the  coun- 

'  ’  try; 
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try,  nor  wait  too  long  to  Iharpen  their 
fwords  on  the  banks  of  the  Aifne  : — they 
mull  not  penetrate  too  rafhlyinto  the  forefts 
of  the  Ardennes,  nor  defpife  the  efforts  and 
cynning  of  an  armed  peafantry. 

If  the  experience  of  pad  times  is  attended 
to,  if  we  pay  fome  little  refpecl  to  the 
words  of  our  ancefiors,  we  fhall  fee  the 
numerous  difficulties  of  penetrating  into 
France  by  the  northern  frontier,  and  that 
“  it  is  attacking  a  bull  by  his  horns." — The 
line  of  demarcation  on  this  frontier  from 
the  Meufe  to  the  fea  is  as  irregular  as  the 
caprices  of  the  kings,  who  fought  for  it,  or 
of  the  negociators  who  fettled  it.  Some 
part  of  this  frontier  is  protected  by  deep 
woods,  where  a  defending  army  may  be 
intrenched,  may  fight  at  its  pleafure  with 
great  advantages,  and  by  its  numerous 
patroles  continually  harafs  the  invaders; 
The  late  tranlactions  near  Maubeuge  atteft 
the  truth  of  thefe  aflertions. 

The  whole  frontier  for  many  miles  deep 
is  defended  by  fortified  camps,  cities,  forts, 
fofles,  natural  and  artificial  obftacles  ;  where 

Q  2  th« 
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the  engineers  of  France,  and  of  the  allies, 
have  alternately  exhaufted  the  refoilrces  of 
their  art  in  taking  advantage  of  the  pofii- 
bilitics  of  fituation. 

If  I  recounted  the  numerous  fortifications 
on  this  frontier,  I  Ihould  draw  the  reader  to 
the  recolledlion  of  paft  times:  he  would  > 
lament  the  thoufands  of  our  brave  country¬ 
men,  and  the  millions  of  our  treafure,  facri- 
ficecl  in  oppofing  the  ambitious  projects  of 
the  Kings  of  France,  or  in  fupporting  the 
no  lefs  ambitious  views  of  our  felf-interefted 
allies.  The  difafters  cf  thofe  wars,  the  vi¬ 
gorous  efforts  of  the  invaders,  their  bloody 
attacks,  and  the  inexhauftible  artifices  of 
the  defending  army,  ferve  to  inftruct  the 
military  ftudent  in  the  fecrets  of  his  art* 
but  form  a  calamitous  leffon  for  mankind. 
Nor  is  the  progrefs  of  the  prefect  campaign 
marked  with  lefs  horror.  In  the1  long 
lift  of  cities  and  forts,  the  royalift  may  re¬ 
peat  the  conquefts,  and  dilate  on  the  ftrength 
of  Conde,  Valenciennes  and  Le  Ouefnoy 
and  the  fanguine  democrat,  or  vifionary  re-- 

,  publican. 
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publican  will  paufe  with  malignant  pleafure 
over  the  name  of  Dunkirk. 

I  have  now  defer ibed,  but  very  gene¬ 
rally,  the  ftrength  of  the  French  frontier: 
and  the  reader  will  naturally  inquire  the 
capabilities  of  the  country,  oppofne  to  this^ 
mighty  power  of  refiftance.  The  fortifi¬ 
cations  of  the  cities  of  Flanders  and  Bra¬ 
bant  have  been  difmanded  by  the  orders 
of  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  are  molt  imper-* 
fedfly  repaired ;  and  the  country  itfelf  pre- 
fents  few  obftacles  to  an  invading  army. 
One  battle  loft,  one  battle  regained  this 
country.  But  Auftrian  Luxemburgh  is 
ftrongly  defended  by  the  forefts  of  the  Ar¬ 
dennes,  the  hills,  woods  and  waftes  of  the 
interior,  by  the  rarenefs  of  inhabitants, 
and  the  impregnable  city  of  Luxemburgh. 
Hence  to  the*  Rhine  near  Landau,  though 
the  country  is  interfered  with  hills,  the 
traveller  meets  with  few  cities,  and  the 
divifion  of  thele  parts  into  numerous  petty 
fovereignties  has  prevented,  perhaps  hap¬ 
pily  for  the  people,  the  erection  of  formi¬ 
dable 
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dable  fortifications.  The  frontiers  of  Ger¬ 
many,  oppofite  to  Alface,  abound  with  na¬ 
tural  obftacles,  and  may  be  defended  by  fmall 
bodies  of  troops.  If  Frenchmen  will  liften 
to  the  difafiers  of  the  forces  under  Vifcount 
Turenne,  they  will  never  attempt  a  diver- 
lion  in  the  circle  of  Suabia,  but  leave  the 

peafants  to  the  filent  operation  of  opinion. 

"*■  * 

It  would  have  been  proper  to  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  defcription  of  the  frontier  by  a 
particular  furvey  of  the  governments,  their 
power,  revenues  and  refources,  and  of  the 
people,  happinefs  and  oppreffion,of  Europe. 
Had  the  limits  of  my  prefen t  work  per¬ 
mitted  me,  I  fhould  have  faid  fomething  of 
the  rough  unpolifhed  RUSSIAN,  and  of 
the  fubjeft  Tartars,  their  Hate  of  fociety, 
and  the  progrefs  of  refinement.  With  the 
vaft  extent  of  the  Ruffian  territory,  and  the 
numbers  and  brutality  of  its  flaves,  I  fhould 
have  naturally  enumerated  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  revenue,  the  im- 
menfe  armies  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  the 
well- appointed  navy.  If  I  could  not  have 

refufed 
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refufed  the  merited  eulogies  the  prefent  Em- 
prefs  daily  receives  from  the  improved  con¬ 
dition  of  her  people,  I  could  not  have  for¬ 
got  the  atrocities  of  her  reign,  or  have 

winked  at  the  death  of  her  huiband.  Her 

\ 

munificence,  the  fplendid  glare  of  her  court, 
though  they  at  once  excite  emulation,  and 
reprefs  the  growth  of  freedom  among  her 
fubjefts,  cannot  conceal  the  vaftnefs  of  her 
projebts,  the  infatiatenefs  of  her  ambition. 
Sweden  and  Denmark  have  been  difturbed 
by  Ruffian  cabals ;  the  King  and  the  Diet 
of  Poland  threatened  bv  a  Ruffian  gene- 

V'  O 

ral,  and  their  country  difmembered  by  her 
imperial  mercy.  Her  troops  are  now 
pulhed  on  to  the  vicinity  of  Poliffi  Pruffia ; 
and  fhe  may  endeavour  to  “  take  care  of 
the  Pruffian  interefts  in  the  North/' — to  ex- 
ting  uifh  the  philofophy  of  the  people  of 
Berlin,  in  the  fame  kind  manner  fhe  has 
mod  gracioufly  repreffed  the  fpirit  of  Ja¬ 
cobin  ifm  in  Poland. 

If  SWEDEN  and  DENMARK  have 

Kept  aloof  from  the  combination  of  Prink 

—  \ 

ces. 
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ces,  the  powers  at  war  muft  not  attribute 
it  to  the  Jacobinifm  of  their  courts  and 
minifters.  The  final!  furplus  revenue  of  the 
one,  and  the  deficiencies  of  the  former,  with 
the  unftable  power  of  its  regency,  make 
war  little  defireable.  Both  the  courts  and 
the  people  dread  the  fraternizing  opprefiion 
of  the  French,  lefs  than  the  ambition  and 
military  defpotifm  of  their  neighbour. 

From  the  cautious  condudt  of  thefe 
courts,  I  fhould  have  reverted  to  the  credu~ 
lity  and.  fubmifilon  of  POLAND,  which, 
though  it  once  gave  laws  to  the  ignorant 

Czars  of  Ruflia,  is  now  doomed  to  fuffer 

/ 

under  a  cruel  reverie  of  fortune.  Blind  to 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  the  Emprefs,  or 
too  fatally  deluded  by  the  mighty  promifes 
of  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  this  patriot  King 
effedts  the  improvement  of  thoufands  of 
his  fellow  fubjedts ;  but  his  patriotifm  is 
ufelefs :  his  country  is  divided  between  his 
opprefior  and  his  promifed  fupporter :  and, 
unable  to  refift  the  clamours  of  foreign  fol- 
diery,  already  in  thediall  of  afiembly,  he 

leaves 
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leaves  the  juftice  of  his  country's  caufe  to 
poftefity,  and  hippier  times. 

But  perhaps  thefe  times  are  not  far  dif— 
tant:  the  people  of  PRUSSIA  are  enlight¬ 
ened  :  the  fatal  torch  of  philofophy  has  long 
{hone  there,  and  with  royal  permifiion ; 
and  the  meafures  of  the  preferit  king  con¬ 
tribute  not  to  filence  the  difcontented.  The 
favings  of  his  predeceffor  are  lavifhed  upon 
the  various  objects  of  his  caprice:  many 
can  now  atteft  that,  “  he  is  the  moft  gene¬ 
rous  man  alive."  The  Great  Frederick 
boafted  that  his  army  enriched  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  all  the  money  is  now  taken  out  of 
circulation  at  home  to  pay  the  army  on 
the  French  frontiers.  His  regiments  are 
much  reduced :  his  peafantry  are  armed,  and 
a  militia  of  five  hundred  thoufand  men  may 
demand  liberty  and  rights,  which  his  weak- 
nefs  may  oblige  him  to  grant.  If  united 
to  the  remnant  of  the  republic  of  Poland* 
they  may  oppofe  a  firm  barrier  to  the  am¬ 
bition  of  the  Emprefs ;  or  if  Ihe  is  defired 
to  fulfil  her  conditions  of  the  treaty,  and 
her  interpofition  is  fuccefsful,  Pruffia  and 

R  Bran- 
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Brandenburgh  may  become  frontier  pro¬ 
vinces  of  her  mighty  Empire.  *  A  depend¬ 
ant  upon  the  generofity  of  the  Emprefs,  he 
may  form  the  firft  grandee  of  her  court; 
or  an  exile,  he  may  in  vain  reclaim  his 
kingdom.  His  territories  fhe  may  hold  as 
an  indemnification  for  the  expences  of  the 
war,  or  perhaps  fhe  may  explain  her  inju 
tice,  and  boldly  juftify  the  pofleff  on  of  the 
Pruffian  territories  as  a  neceffary  barrier 
againft  the  dangerous  power  of  the  GER¬ 
MAN  EMPIRE. 

But  this  Empire,  divided  into  numerous 
fovereign  Rates,  under  as  many  various  de- 
fignations,  where  each  prince  has  different 
inter  efts,  can  feldom  a6l  as  one  body.  In 
the  prefent  war,  only  two  of  the  members  of 
the  empire  have  been  dilatory  in  furnifhing 
their  quotas ;  but  they  may  perhaps  all  una- 
nimoufly  join  to  repel  the  dangerous  pro¬ 
jects  ..f  the  Ruffian  court.  Some  of  the 
principal  princes  of  Germany  have  been 
very  active  in  exciting  a  general  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  French;  and  one  Elector,  whofe 

purf« 
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purfe  is  the  heavieft  in  Europe,  and  whofe 
electoral  dominions  are  governed  by  a  com- 
miffion,  is  fuppofed  to  have  fubfidized  the 
Prince  of  Hefle  in  the  firft  campaign,  even 
before  the  general  diet  of  the  empire  had 
refolved  upon  a  war,  or  before  the  King 
of  England  aflembled  his  parliament  to  de¬ 
bate  upon  the  dangers  of  our  conftitution. 

I  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  to 
enumerate  the  vaft  unwieldy  forces  of  Ger¬ 
many  ;  to  eftimate  the  revenues  and  expen¬ 
ditures,  debts  and  fecurities  of  the  princes* 
to  contrail  the  avarice  of  one  with  the  pro¬ 
digality  of  another,  or  defcribe  the  pater¬ 
nal  care  of  *  one  prince,  and  the  filial  re¬ 
quital  of  his  fubjefts,  in  oppofition  to  the 
oppreflive  defpotifm  of  many: — or  to  ex- 
pofe  the  private  piques  and  jarring  interefts 
of  all .  Nor  will  my  other  avocations  per¬ 
mit  me  to  reft  a  moment  upon  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Germanic  Empire,  to  unfold 

*  The  German  traveller  will  here  recognize  the  goal 
Prince  of  Baden. 

«... 

,  .  R  ^  the 
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the  farcical  independance  of,  the  electoral 
college,  or  the  flavilh  fubmiffion  of  the 
princes  and  counts*  Though  I  adore  the 
omnipotence  of  the  Gasfars  of  Vienna, 
though  I  dread  the  fierce  Croat,  and  trem¬ 
ble  at  the  approach  of  the  barbarians  of 
the  Turkifh  frontier,  and  though  my  coun¬ 
tenance  may  fhrink  before  the  grim  vifages 
of  Hungary,  my  reafon  cannot  be  convinced 
that  the  Imperial  authority,  exercifed  as  at 
prefent,  is  acknowledged  by  the  conftitu- 
tion  fo  anxioufly  defired  to  be  preserved  by 

the  houfe  of  Auftria.  If  •  m}^  reader  could 

•  <  •  , 

travel  with  me  through  the  ponderous  vo¬ 
lumes  of  the  Germanic  conftitution*.  6t 
through  the  vail:  extent  of  territory  tinder 
its  controul,  we  fhbuld  find  great  difficulty 
iri'difcovcring  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  bu^ 

if  he  whs  an  Eitglilhman,  we  might  con- 

*  •  • 

foie  ourfelves  for  our  trouble,  by  loving 
more  dearly  thofe!  liberties  Which  the  laws 
allow  our  countrymen.  If  aggrieved  by 
the  royal  miftake,*  the  fubjedl  of  England 

*  See  Black.  Com.  vol.  iii.  p.  255,  256. 

J.  v 
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may  petition  the  king,  and  expebt  every 
fatisfabfion  from  the  royal  ju.fr ice.  In  Ger- 
many  the  Liegois  lately  referred  their  op- 
preffions  to  the  chamber  of  Wetzlaer  :  their 
caufe  was  decided  by  an  afiembiy  of  the 
princes  ;  the  oppre! lion  of  their  brother  was 
confirmed;  and  the  troops  of  Pruffia  by  the 
points  of  the  bayonets  enforced  the  fentence 
upon  the  people. 

Can  we  wonder  then,  that  wherever  the 
French  armies  have  palled  m  Germany,  the 
people  have  imbibed  the  doblrines  of  li¬ 
berty  :  delufive  or  not  “  peace  to  the  cot¬ 
tage/'  commands  the  attention  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  peafants ;  and  the  fame  of  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  feudal  fervices  has  travelled  much 
farther  than  their  arms.  The  French  lan¬ 
guage  fo  generally  read,  has  fafcinated  by 
the  works  of  their  philofophers,  the  minds 
of  the  fpeculative  Germans,  has  taken  away 
many  of  their  prejudices,  and  has  excited 
the  emulation  of  great  numbers,  who  have 
written  on  human  liberty.  Berlin  has  pro¬ 
duced  papers  truly  republican;  and  the 
daring  Baron  Trenck  juftifies  even  cxyran- 

nicide • 


l2t>  '  POLITICAL  FACTS,  &C. 

nicide „  The  Index  expurgatorius  of  Maria: 
Therefa  was  intended  to  confine  the  expan- 
fion  of  human  reafon  ;  but  the  prohibition 
has  only  increafed  the  avidity  of  her  fub- 
je6fs,  and  the  facility  of  the  reception  of 
philofophy.  Vienna  at  this  time  numbers 
more  Republicans  than  London. 

From  the  empire  of  Germany  to  the  im¬ 
perial  dominions  in  ITALY,  the  tranfition 
is  quick;  after  expofing  the  inquifitorial 
abides  of  the  ariftocracy  of  Venice,  I  fhould 
have  paufed  with  pleafure  over  one  effect  of 
political  jealoufy.  All  the  children  equally 
inherit  their  father's  fortune;  and  where 
younger  brothers  are  not  neceffitated  to  en¬ 
gage  as  foldiers  of  fortune,  or  to  barter 
their  honefty  in  the  completion  of  a  cour¬ 
tier,  philofophy  will  not  defire  to  recall  the 
odious  felfifhnefs  of  primogeniture. 

The  adjacent  dutehies  of  Milan  and  Man¬ 
tua,  and  indeed  the  whole  of  Italy,  prefent 
a  very  different  afpecSt.  I  have  not  time  to 
relate  the  feudal  oopreffions  of  the  Italians* 
the  rapachy  of  the  Auftrian  fervants,  the 
artifices  of  the  governments,  or  the  fenfual 
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depravity  of  the  people.  Were  not  my  ex- 
curfions  confined,  the  fubje6l  of  the  few  laft 
pages  would  have  occupied  a  large  volume  . 
but  it  requires  a  more  comprelfed  form ,  than 
I  have  ftrength  to  give  it.  The  indiffer¬ 
ence  with  which  the  Italians  have  lately  fur- 
veyed  the  tranfa&ions  of  Europe,  may  not 
always  continue :  the  French  Revolution  has 
roufed  them  from  their  lethargy  ;  and  the 
Cara  patria  which  their  itinerant  countrymen 
frequently  apply  to  England,  is  coming  into 
ufe  among  themfelves.  The  innovations 
which  Leopold  made  in  Tufcany  fhew  them 
that  it  is  poffible  to  alter  the  condition  of 
mankind,  without  drawing  down  upon  them 
the  Divine  vengeance,  even  though  It  fliould 
be  folicited  by  the  prayers  of  the  priefts. 

The  lpirit  of  difcontent,  or  “  Jacobinifm/’ 
as  it  has  been  emphatically  termed  by  a  fo¬ 
reign  minifter  at  Florence,  has  been  fup- 
preffed,  as  he  hoped,  by  the  fleets  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Spain,  who  cruize  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  feas:  by  the  numerous  troops  which 
the  princes  feledf  from  the  flower  of  their 
own  fubjects,  and  into  them  contrive  to  in- 

finuate 
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fmuate  the  fatal  Efprit  du  corps — or  from 
the  levies  they  openly  or  fecretly  make  in 
Germany,  aided  by  the  fubfidiary  regiments 
of  the  Swifs  cantons. 

The  ftrenuous  efforts  which  the  SWISS 
have  made  in  eflablifhing  and  preferving 
their  liberty,  as  they  have  obtained  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  Europe,  would  have  alfo  de¬ 
manded  a  long  narrative  ;  but  I  muft  leave 
them  to  the  hiftorian :  he  may  fludioufly 
difplay  the  vaft  forces  of  the  Dukes  of  Au- 
ftria,  but  muft  confefs  the  energy  of  liberty. 
Though  the  governments  of  the  ariftocratic 
cantons  favour  the  caufe  of  the  combined 
powers,  their  fubjedts,  and  the  popular  can¬ 
tons,  have  been  told,  and  will  remember? 
that  their  anceftors  were  once  the  vidlims 

r  *  •  ...  •  -  *  ^ 

of  the  tyrannical  fervants  of  Auftria. 

Had  my  view  of  political  connedtioris,  of 
fociety  and  manners,  been  ever  fo  enlarged^ 
I  fhould  not  have  difturbed  the  holy  flum. 
bers  of  the  PORTUGUESE,  or  awakened 
the  lethargic  pride  of  SPAIN.  I  fhould 
fcarcely  have  incurred  the  quejlion  of  the 
inquifition  for  daring  to  think  different 

from 
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from  the  infallible  ordinances  of  the  church. 
The  philofopher  or  the  man  would  fcarcely 
have  travelled  with  me  through  a  country 
where  every  manly  fentiment  is  abforbed  by 
the  vortex  of  luperftition,  where  the  duties  of 
morality  are  too  often  facrificed  to  the 
pageantry  of  religion,  and  where  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  one  indolent  province  *  is  by  a 
cruel  neglect  permitted  to  pervade  the  whole 
peninfula.  In  the  pride  of  the  people,  I 
could  have  feen  nothing  of  the  feverity  and 
independance  of  a  republican;  nor  in  the 
grandees  or  in  the  Cortes  of  the  kingdom 
could  I  expect  any  of  thole  noble  fentiments 
that  once  animated  them. 

Of  HOLLAND  and  ENGLAND,  I  fhall 
purpofely  avoid  faying  a  word  :  in  the  for¬ 
mer  the  fpirit,  and  letter  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  warped  by  the  influence  of  the 
Stadtholder.  In  the  latter,  an  alarm  of 
danger  to  our  conftitdtion,  moft  ftudioufly 
fpread  throughout  the  country,  has  given 

*  4  In  Valencia  meat  Is  herbs,  herls  arewater,  men  are 
women,  women  nothing.” 

f  !pr  S'  birth 
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birth  again  to  the  almoft  exploded  doftrines 
of  indefeafible  right.  The  principles  of 
moderate  men  are  branded  with  the  name 
of  Republicanifm:  they  rauft  either  expole 
themfelves  to  the  penalties  of  a  praemunire, 
or  be  ranked  by  the  alarmifts  among  the 
herd  of  the  feditious. 

The  dangers  which  threaten  the  indepen- 
dance  of  Europe  are  on  the  eaftern  and 
weftern  borders ;  the  Royalift  dreads  de- 
vtrucfion  from  the  overwhelming  torrent  of 
Democracy  ;  and  in  the  Emprefs  a^d  Bar- 
barifm  of  Ruffia,  many  forefee  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  monarchy  and  the  extingmlhment 

of  the  lights  of  reafon. 

The  continuation  of  the  war  contributes 

not  to  prevent  the  one  or  the  other .  an  its 
profecution  will  inevitably  enfeeble  t  e 
powers  of  the  eftablilhed  governments. 
Many  foreigners  are  difcontented  with  t  e 
war  who  even  live  by  the  defpot,rm  of 
their  princes.  The  Seigneurs  of  the  Con¬ 
tinent  dread,  that  they  will  be  involved  in 
a  common  ruin.  “  Had  the  Congre  s  o 
Antwerp  propofed  peace,  when  the  Patri 
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©ters  were  repulfed  from  Brabant,  the  Con¬ 
vention  would  moll  willingly  have  accepted 
it,  and  all  would  have  ended  well/"'  The 
German,  confeffing  the  inveteracy  of  a  war  of 
opinions,  dreads  the  renewal  of  thirty  years  y 
and  the  Italians  are  ftill  apprehenfive  of 
Guelphs  and  Ghibbelins.  a  Aik  the  foldier/* 
faid  a  plain  reafoning  Swifs,  cc  and  he  fees 
no  termination  to  his  campaigns  :  the  bour- 
geoiferie  fay,  they  muft  expend  all,  and  in 
the  mean  time  our  frontiers  are  ruined/" 
All  defcriptions  of  perfons  decry  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war  ;  even  the  Dutchman 
n  the  intereft  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  , 
dreads  that  its  continuation  will  ferve  to 
to  weaken  the  power  of  his  party: — he 
allows  “  it  is  bad,  but  we  cannot  get  out/" 
Foreigners  who  cannot  avoid  confeffing 
the  poverty  of  their  country,  and  the  im- 
poveriftied  ftate  of  the  finances  of  the  prin«? 
ces,  attribute  the  further  profecution  to  the 
influence  of  Britifh  money**  «  England  is 

R  2  the 

*  <c  Cefl  I’Angleterre,  qui  va  animer  la  guerre — -fi  les 
A^glois  la  finiroient,  les  Allies  vqus  fuivront  tout  de 

*  fuite .5 
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the  foul  of  the  war  ; — fliould  England  make 
a  peace,  all  muft  follow  ; — you  attempt  to 
effedt  a  counter  revolution  by  the  force  of 
money  ; — Englifh  money  is  every  where." 
Thefe  are  the  opinions  entertained  of  us 
abroad ;  and  when  the  minifter  produces  his 
budget-,  we  may  conclude  upon  the  truth  of 
their  obfervations.  The  fecret  fervice  money, 
granted  bv  parliament  lafl  fefflon,  was  very 
ample ;  but  we  may  fuppofe,  that  it  has 
not  been  fufficiem  to  anfwer  the  fums  ex¬ 
pended  on  the  Continent.  If  the  Englifli  mi- 
niftertiadhad  the  power  of  effecting  a  coun- 
ter-revolutiop,  and  if  thefe  projedts  had 
been  indifpenfjbly  neceffary  to  promote  the 

•  1 1 

well-being  of  mankind,  he  could  not  have 
devifed  an  expedient  more  innocent,  more 
prudential :  but  thefe  profound  fchemes 
have  hitherto  been  baffled  by  the  fuperior 
wifdom  or  cunning  of  the  Republicans,  and 
all  iHuft  be  referred  to  the  decifion  of  arms. 

t  c  ,  *  %  . . 

If  my  countrymen,  though  they  are  happy 

fuite;  ils  n*ont  point  d’argeijt,  Le  mini  ft  re  Anglois  va 
faire  une  centre-revolution  par  la  force  d’argent. — : 
L’argent  Anglois  roule  par  tout*” 

. '  : '  ‘  W& 
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and  contented  at  home,  and  though  our 
refources  are  inexhaustible ,  will  confider  the 
party  fpirit,  that  reigns  in  Holland,  the  dif- 
contents  of  the  people  of  Flanders  and  Ger¬ 
many,  the  growing  fpirit  of  liberty  in  Italy : 
if  they  refleft  on  the  philofophy  of  Prufiia, 
or  can  lament  the  unhappy  fate  of  Poland, 
they  will  be  anxious  to  imitate  the  neutra¬ 
lity  of  Switzerland,  Denmark  and  Sweden, 
and  prepare  themfelves  to  withftand  the 
mighty  whirlwind  gathering  in  the  north, 
and  which  threatens  to  overwhelm  again  the 
whole  of  civilized  Europe  with  a  horde  of 
needy  and  lawlefs  barbarians,  more  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  fociety, 
than  a  fwarm  of  locufts  to  the  vegetation  of 
the  Eaft. 
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